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Hello Marines,
I was fortunate enough to be elected as the new Commandant of the Marine Corps League Detachment – 1088 London. For those of you who
have served in the military, it is a privilege that separates us from the rest of the civilian population. Serving in the United States Marine Corps,
separates us even further. To put this into a context, General Thornson of the United States Army once said this about our beloved Corps,
“There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines: Marines and the enemy. Everyone else has a second-hand opinion”.
As this is my first address as your Commandant, I believe it is prudent for me to share a few of my thoughts, life experiences and military service. Last things first... I served in the USMC from 1983 through 1987. I left college, due to boredom, and decided to join the Marine Corps.
The division in the US at the time had everyone east of Michigan going to Paris Island, and everyone from Michigan west would end up at
MCRD San Diego. After boot camp, I ended up going through Sea School and eventually being attached to the aircraft carrier CV-62 USS
Independence. We immediately headed south out of Norfolk to support the effort in Lebanon immediately following the Beirut Barracks Bombing
in which 241 US servicemen lost their lives. The vast majority of that number was Marines. Once we helped evacuate and tend to those who
were still on the ground, our mission quickly changed gears toward a small Caribbean island nation just south of Venezuela known as Grenada.
I quickly became part of the invasion of Grenada under the banner of Operation Urgent Fury. I flew in air support with a trusted M2 Machine
Gun. Grenada was a swift exercise with little in the way of resistance. Finally, in 1985, my unit, the 2 nd Battalion, 7th Marines were sent to the
Philippines as a show of support behind the opposition of then-President Ferdinand Marcos.
I was honorably discharged and went back into college with a reinvigorated drive. I completed my Bachelors degree by triple majoring in accounting, economics and finance. Some years later, I enrolled and completed my Masters in Finance. Currently, I’m attending King’s College in
London working on my PhD in Economics.
I work as a Wealth Manager for a boutique firm in London. I work primarily with high net worth American expats, both in the UK and elsewhere
in the world. I’m currently fully licensed in the US, UK and Singapore.
I want the Marine Corps League Detachment – 1088 London, to have a purpose beyond simply a collection of current and former Marines. I say
Marines because I’m including our Royal Marine brethren. This year, I would like to support two charities for which we can make a difference.
The first is the Semper Fi Fund. The Marine Corps Semper Fi Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit set up to provide immediate financial support for
injured and critically ill members of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families. It directs urgently needed resources to post 9-11 service members
within 24-72 hours of request. This is a great organization which I believe our Detachment can support in a meaningful way.
The second charity is the Toys for Tots campaign. For those of you who aren’t familiar, the mission of the Toys for Tots Program is to collect
new, unwrapped toys and/or cash during October, November and December each year, and distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to less
fortunate children in the community in which the campaign is conducted. This year, I’d like to first focus on London. I would be happy to take
suggestions from the League in regard to the best place to deploy these presents. I have worked on this campaign in the past while active. It is
a phenomenal endeavour and one I hope you’ll join me in supporting.
I believe I can get some corporate sponsorship for one or both of these charities. I need our members to look deeply into their resources and
identify ways in which we can make a difference. I’m counting on all of you to have my six...
Now, I’d like to look at the year ahead in general. I’m going to propose that meetings take place once every two months initially and do it at the
same time and day of the week. I will take any and all suggestions to coordinate the best time for these meeting to take place. I want us to get
squarely behind focusing on the aforementioned charities, the Marine Corps Ball and a holiday get-together in December. We need to raise
funds for and awareness of our organization. All suggestions will be welcomed.
Please let me know how I can improve my communication to the Detachment and what can be done to bolster morale and our coffers! As
Thomas Ricks said, “The United States Marine Corps, with its fiercely proud tradition of excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, and its unbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American myth”. Let’s keep the rest of them guessing.
Ooh-Rah!
Mark Scher, Commandant
markscher1@gmail.com
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Photos from the AGM, 17 January 2013—New Executive Board
Continued from Page 1

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

The new Detachment Commandant, Mark Scher, receives
instruction from Bob Martin (Junior Vice Commandant).

Three long-standing Detachment Associate Members.
“To catch the reader's attention, place
an interesting sentence or quote from
the story here.”

Two of our hosts from MSG London, stand ready to tend
bar.

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

James Moran (Historian/Bulldog Editor) and his daughter,
Tara. James is the newest Associate Member of the
Detachment.

Ceremonies over, members retire to the bar. Mike Allen talks with past and
present Royal Marines.
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Operation Endsweep - Vietnam - 1973
Operation Endsweep was a United States Navy and United States Marine Corps
operation to remove naval mines from Haiphong harbor and other coastal and
inland waterways in North Vietnam between February and July 1973. The
operation fulfilled an American obligation under the Paris Peace Accord of January
1973, which ended direct American participation in the Vietnam War. It also was
the first operational deployment of a U.S. Navy air mine countermeasures
capability.
Task Force 78 was activated as a unit of the Seventh Fleet on 24 November 1972,
while peace talks still were underway in Paris, and the ships and helicopter units
making it up secretly gathered in the Philippines. On 28 January 1973 – the day
after the peace accords were signed in Paris – Task Force 78 departed the
Philippines for Haiphong.
Minesweeping began on 6 February 1973, when the ocean minesweepers USS Engage (MSO-433), USS Force (MSO
-445), USS Fortify (MSO-446), and USS Impervious (MSO-449) swept coastal waters near Haiphong, protected by the
guided-missile frigate USS Worden (DLG-18) and destroyer USS Epperson (DD-719). On 27 February 1973, the
amphibious assault ships USS New Orleans (LPH-11) and USS Inchon (LPH-12) and the amphibious transport docks
USS Dubuque (LPD-8), USS Ogden (LPD-5), and USS Cleveland (LPD-7) joined the task force, carrying the 31 CH-53
Sea Stallion helicopters of HM-12, HMM-165, and HMH-463. The helicopters swept the main shipping channel to
Haiphong the same day. The next day, however, President Nixon ordered a suspension of Endsweep in response to
North Vietnamese delays in releasing prisoners-of-war.
Washington ordered a suspension of all minesweeping operations because the United States believed that the North
Vietnamese government was not fulfilling its obligations under the Paris Peace Accord. Washington ordered a
suspension and, on 17 April 1973, Task Force 78 returned to Subic Bay for upkeep. USS Tripoli (LPH-10) relieved
USS New Orleans (LPH-11) as flagship and USS Dubuque (LPD-8) relieved USS Cleveland (LPD-7) when the Task
Force returned to North Vietnamese waters.
On 13 June 1973, the United States and North Vietnam signed a joint communiqué in Paris which, among other things,
required that the United States resume minesweeping no later than 20 June and complete all minesweeping no later
than 13 July. With all mines by now past their latest possible sterilization date, Endsweep resumed on 18 June 1973.
The final minesweeping operations took place on 5 July 1973 and the next day, Rear Admiral McCauley informed the
North Vietnamese that the United States had concluded its mine countermeasures operations in North Vietnamese
waters.
Operation Endsweep ended officially on 27 July 1973, and Task Force 78 withdrew from North Vietnamese waters the
following day. In addition to Engage, Force, Fortify, and Impervious, the ocean minesweepers USS Enhance (MSO437), USS Illusive (MSO-448), USS Inflict (MSO-456), USS Leader (MSO-490), USS Conquest (MSO-488), and USS
Esteem (MSO-438) took part in some part of Endsweep; six of the ten ocean minesweepers conducted actual
sweeping operations, as did Washtenaw County in her special role. Nine amphibious warfare ships, six fleet tugs,
three salvage ships, and 19 destroyer-type ships also operated in Task Force 78 during at least a portion of the six
months of Endsweep.
Submitted by
James Moran, Historian
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Det 1088 Membership Dues

The Marine Corps League, Det 1008 wants YOU!
Please see the below for costs.
Visit our website for membership applications!

The Life member dues are as follows:

For USMC members:

For Associates:

Age 0-35: $400.00 (£250.00)
Age 36-50: $350.00 (£220.00)
Age 51-60: $250.00 (£155.00)
Age 61 & over: $125.00 (£80.00)

Renewal - $40 (£25.00)
New member - $45 (£28.00)

Renewal - $40.00 (£25.00)
New Associate - $45.00 (£28.00)
Dual renew - $40.00 (£25.00)
Dual new - $45.00 (£28.00)

Please make cheques payable to: Marine Corps League London Detachment 1088.
For more information, please contact:
Michael E. Allen, Paymaster
2 Pednormead End, Old Chesham
Buckinghamshire, HP5 2JS
United Kingdom
Tel: 01494 772 379
Int’l Tel: +44 1494 772 379
Email: mcllondon.1088@sky.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Date

Place

Event

April 1, 2013

Victory Services Club

A.L. London Post-1
Meeting

April 27-28, 2013

Slapton Sands Memorial

Exercise Tiger 70th
Anniversary

MCL
EVENTS
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Check out our new website at: www.mcl-london-uk.org!

Join us on Facebook! Look for our link on our new website, or
search for Marine Corps League London Detachment 1088!

Bulldog Article Submission
The Bulldog is published throughout the year - Spring (March), Summer (June), Fall (September), and Winter
(December). Please submit articles two weeks prior to publication to the Editor by email if possible:
jmoransmdva@btinternet.com
Help us to make the best newsletter possible!
Thank you in advance, for your contributions.
Founding Commandant, Michael E. Allen
Email: mcllondon.1088@sky.com
Tel: 01494 772 379 (Int’l: 44 1494 772 379)
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Quartermaster - London Detachment 1088
Frank Bradley
bradleyfuk@yahoo.co.uk
Did you know that members can visit the MCL Ship’s Store web site, www.mcleague.com/shipsstore, to purchase
Marine Corps and Marine Corps League related items and to browse the many other items including gift ideas.
The Quartermaster is available to assist London Detachment 1088 members to purchase MCL items such as the
Red Blazer, Cap, Ornaments and Pins.
When ordering a Red Blazer, contact the Quartermaster and have the following information ready:
Your name
Address
Contact phone number
E-mail address
Size (i.e. 44 Regular, 45 Short, 46 Long, etc.)
The Quartermaster uses the Hardwick web site where prices can vary and
delivery can take up to two months, so plan ahead.
Semper Fi
Frank
The Quartermaster has a stock of these items which you can purchase at detachment meetings:

Caps

Cap Ornaments

Lapel Pins

Blazer Buttons
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“A Royal Marine doesn’t fight
because he hates the enemy in
front of him. He fights because he
loves what he left behind him”.
X Challenge 10/11 August 2013
CHALLENGE-X – 10/11 AUGUST
2013. Since retiring as President of
the RMA and Chairman of the
RMCTF Fundraising Campaign
Board, I have become involved with
Challenge-X (www.challenge-x.org), a
charity set up to raise money for
injured RMs through running a new
Devon based endurance event. We
are a charity not to compete with the
RMA/RMCTF/C Group, but simply to
draw on the benefits of that method of
operation. The start up costs are
being underwritten by
a very
generous benefactor, who has raised
substantial sums for the RMCTF in
the past. All the profits will go to the
RMCTF, we see the event becoming
a fixture in the UK endurance events
calendar and we see 2013 as the
bedding in year.
The outline of the event is a 100 or
50km race, including run and
mountain bike ride across Dartmoor,
plus the Endurance Course at
Lympstone for individuals or
teams.
We have a strong
organisation already in place – Chris
Rea (former RM and Ironman athlete)
is Performance Director/planning the
event; Alan Hardy (of Commando
Challenge) is Event Director and
doing the logistics; Claire Green is the
Marketing Manager and Alice
Edmonds the Event
Coordinator.
Trustees are the
benefactor, Ian Douglas (formerly
Finance Director of South West
Water), Ashley Axten (formerly of
Ashfords, the solicitors) and
myself. Monty Halls and Chris Tyrrell
have already endorsed the event and
other “names” are in the pipeline.
Rather along the model of
Commando Challenge, participants
are required to raise money for the
RMCTF in order to enter and can sign
up at www.challenge-x.org.
3RSRM Hong Kong 80/88
Reunion Poole, SATURDAY &
SUNDAY the 3/4 of
AUGUST 2013!
Saturday afternoon: Cantonese, Tiger
& Tsingtao sesh at City Bay Views
(large open plan Chinese next to the
old Mariners Wharf Night Club)
Saturday Night: Old China Fleet/
Cicala Club 80s disco night in the
large historic upstairs room at the

King Charles (Bull n Bear for the
night) that many of you will
remember.
Have to draw the line somewhere
so 3RSRM & HK Sqd RM Dets and
your LHSM.
Sunday DTS: Open to all
Bootnecks and their LHSM at the
Blue Boar.
I have approx 20 guys and
LHSM confirmed so far but will not
go firm until I have at least 40 to
make it viable and start to cost it.
My cutoff date is going to be the
middle of March for the min 40 if
we get the minimum, the more the
merrier after that.
I fully understand that there will
be many that cannot commit right
now for reasons of work, jail terms
etc, for that I have started a
f l a n k e r s
l i s t .
PLE ASE
EMAI L:
john.twiss@imsaltd.com and
indicate if you are bringing your
wife, partner or boyfriend, a simple
+ one with a name will suffice!
Anyone requiring an
accommodation list please indicate
in your email. I have a
comprehensive list of all types of
accom in the town centre due to
the courses my business runs.
Royal Marines Association
Charity Support Appeal
The annual appeal to raise funds
for the RMCTF is nearly upon us. It
is not too late to get involved. The
two weeks that are set aside this
year are from the 13th-28th April
so you still have time to get
involved. If you have not already let
Jodie at Central Office have your
fundraising details, then please do
so that we can send you out your
fundraising goodies. This will
happen at the end of March.
Please remember to send the
money that you raise to the RMA in
the first instance. This is purely so
that Central Office can collate the
amount raised by your wonderful
efforts on behalf of the RMCTF.
The money is then passed over to
the RMCTF. Many thanks.

Medway Armed Forces Day
29th June 2013
The Medway Council in Kent will
once again be holding an Armed
Forces Day celebration event, this
year on Saturday 29th June, venue
to be announced. There will be a
Military and Veterans Parade and
Drumhead Service, armed Forces
displays, Service Charity stands,
and a Veterans Hospitality
Pavilion.
Standard Bearers, groups of
veterans and individual veterans
wishing to take part in the parade
or the event in general, are asked
at this stage, to contact this office
by post or email to express their
early i nt eres t f or f urt her
information. Postal enquiries
should include an A5 size SAE and
be sent to: Medway Armed Forces
Day, c/o 28 Montrose Avenue,
Darland, Chatham, Kent., ME5
7HU.

www.royalmarinesassocation.org.uk

“ Nothing in this world can take the place
of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is
more common than unsuccessful
people with talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not; the world is full of
educated failures. Persistence and
determination alone are omnipotent”.
Calvin Coolidge
1872-1933
30th President of the United States of America
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~ OPERATION TIGER ~
LYME BAY, ENGLAND, 27/28th APR 1944

Operation Tiger was a pre D-Day training exercise in Lyme Bay which was to culminate in landings on Slapton Sands. It was a disaster for the American forces
involved. For many years little information about the debacle was publicly known since those involved in the exercise and its aftermath were sworn to secrecy
on pain of court martial.
Background
The decision to mount Operation Tiger had its genesis over a year earlier when President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill met at Casablanca in January
1943. They agreed to the setting up of COSSAC (Chief of Staff Supreme Allied Commander) to take over the planning of the re-invasion of Europe. In charge
were Lieutenant General Sir Frederick Morgan and Brigadier General Ray Barker of the USA Army as his deputy.
Planning for the re-invasion had been in progress since Dieppe the previous September and by June of 1943 a high powered meeting at the Hollywood Hotel,
Largs on the south west coast of Scotland considered the options. Major influences were the limited range of fighter aircraft, the perceived need to capture a
port with significant capacity to handle supplies and equipment and the level of known German defences. Arguably the most important decision of WW2 was
made ... Normandy, France. So secret was this decision that the unique classification of BIGOT was accorded to any documents on the subject. Inevitably
those privy to the information became known as bigots!
Suitable practice and training beaches were identified to simulate landings on the Normandy coast. Slapton Sands, just south of Torquay in Devon had
characteristics similar to the "Omaha" and "Utah" beaches and about 10 miles inland was Dartmoor which was already in use by the army for training purposes.
Other beaches were selected to the east of Portsmouth to simulate landings on Gold, Juno and Sword.
Planning & Preparations
Allied planners realised that the Germans would be well aware of the greatly increased navel activity in the channel during the training period. It was however
hoped that deception and the frequent assembling of large numbers of landing and support craft, followed by their dispersal, would confuse the enemy. The
threat did not come from the German Capital ships which, by this stage of the war, had been sunk or confined to port. Much more serious was the threat from
German S-boats - designated "E-boats" by the Allies ... "E" for enemy. These motor torpedo boats were under the command of Kapitan zur See Rudolf
Petersen in his role of Fuhrer des Schnellboote. From his base at Wimereaux near Boulogne he controlled all motor torpedo boat (MTB) activity in the Channel
and the North Sea.
On the night of 26/27th February the 5th Schnellboote Flotilla, operating out of Guernsey, had successfully attacked convoys PW300 and WP300 with the loss
of 4 vessels. There were other German successes over the following months including the loss of the Norwegian destroyer H.M.S. Eskdale on the night of April
13/14th. When the Slapton Assault Training Area was opened the amount of slow moving traffic in the Channel increased dramatically and so did the target
opportunities for the very fast German E-boats as the night of April 27/28 would so tragically confirm.
The E-boats were 35 metres in length with a crew of 21. They were powered by triple shaft Daimler-Benz diesel engines with a top speed of 35 knots but on the
night of April 27/28 the 9 E-boats involved were supercharged which increased their horsepower from 4500 to 6000 and their top speed to 40 knots. They were
equipped with twin 21 inch fixed forward facing torpedo tubes with two reloads and two or three 20mm canons and occasionally a 37mm canon or other similar
armament.
Operation Tiger
At 0945 hours on April 27 convoy T45 left Plymouth for Lyme Bay. Its primary purpose was to carry USA tanks and men for "red" beach. At its head was the
escort corvette H.M.S. Azalea followed at 2000 yards by LST 515 and, at 700-yard intervals, LSTs 496, 511, 531 and 58 (towing two pontoon causeways). The
WW1 Destroyer H.M.S. Scimitar should have been on duty as the main escort but was holed above the waterline in a minor collision the day before. The
decision to keep Scimitar in Plymouth for repairs was not communicated to higher command, notably Com Force "U" (Commander Force U) and as a
consequence no replacement vessel was provided. The communication breakdown did not become clear until 1930 hours. The Captain of the Scimitar was
interviewed and only then did the extent of the gap in the defences of the convoy become clear. H.M.S. Saladin was immediately detailed as relief escort and
departed Start Bay at 0137 hours on the 28th.
There were other defences in position between Start Point and Portland Bill designed to protect the whole operation in Lyme
Bay. In addition three MTBs were positioned off Cherbourg to intercept any E-boats departing from their base. However at
2200 hours on the 27th the 5th and 9th Schnellboote Flotillas, comprising six and three boats respectively, managed to evade
the British MTBs. Travelling at 36 knots, and observing radio silence, they made rapid progress westward to break through the
outer defensive screen across Lyme Bay. Meantime the slow moving convoy had been joined by the Brixham Section
comprising LSTs 499, 289 and 507 (508 failed to make the rendezvous). The convoy by this time was west of Tor Bay
heading in a NNW direction before commencing a large turn first in an easterly direction then southerly for the final westerly
approach to Slapton Sands.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the French mainland Kapitan zur see Petersen radioed the bearing of a possible target at 2317 hours and the E-boats of the 5th Flotilla split up into pairs
for the attack. Positive identification of targets was difficult if not impossible and Rotte (formation) 3 comprising S-136 & S-138 soon spotted two "destroyers" at
a range of 2000 metres. S-138 fired a double salvo at the stern of the right hand ship and S-136 fired single torpedoes at the other. After 100 seconds S-138
observed an explosion and a minute later S-136 noted simultaneous explosions on the second.
Formation 2 comprising S-140 & S-142 both opened fire with double shots at 1400 metres but when no explosions were heard Oberlieutenant zur See
Goetschke correctly concluded that the ships were shallow draft landing craft.
Formation 1 comprising S-100 & S-143 alerted to the action by red tracers to their north proceeded to the area and noted that a "tanker" was already well
ablaze. Both boats fired two torpedoes at a target of around 1500 tons. After 76 seconds an explosion was observed.
The 9th Flotilla comprising S-130, S-145 and S-150 attracted by red tracers from the 5th Flotilla (although at the time they thought they were from allied ships
since they understood that yellow tracers were to be used by their own forces), made for the area of action. S-150 & S-130 engaged in a concentrated torpedo
attack against a single ship while S-145 broke off to attack "small armed escorts" most likely lowered landing craft.
From the vantage point of LST 58, positioned in the middle of the convoy, the following events were noted;
Time

Events Observed from LST 58

0133 hours

Gunfire directed at convoy. Probably AA to draw return fire.

0133.5

General quarters sounded. No target visible. Order to open fire withheld to protect position of convoy.

0202

Convoy changed direction to 203 degrees. Explosion heard astern and LST 507, the last landing craft in t he convoy, seen to be on
fire.

0215

LST 531 hit and exploded.

0218

Decision to break formation and to proceed independently.

0224

Order given on LST 531 to abandon ship.

0225

E-boat sighted at 1500 metres. Four 40mm guns and six 20mm guns on LST 58 fired off 68 and 323 rounds respectively. The Eboat turned away and at “cease fire” was about 2000 metres distant when it disappeared from view.

0230

LST 289 was hit.

0231

LST 289 opened fire but target not seen from LST 58.

0237

Surface torpedo reported off bow of LST 58.

0238 to 0400 Bright magnesium flares sighted in all directions with the intention of discouraging the scattered convoy making for shore. E-boat
engine noises heard on many occasions.
0432

Order given on LST 507 to abandon ship.

0442

LST 515 lowered boats and picked up survivors from LST 507.

In the confusion of the action and darkness it was impossible to be certain what was happening. The British ship FDT217
(Fighter Direction Tender) had sailed out of Portland to provide radar and communications cover under operational
conditions. It was one of three FDTs that would provide stalwart service off Normandy two months later. However in the
early hours of the 28th FDT217 received a signal to "Make port all haste" which they did successfully ... but elsewhere the
scale of the debacle only became apparent in the hours following the action. LSTs 507 and 531 had been sunk with the loss
of 202 and 424 respectively - a total of 626 out of a total US Army and US Navy complement of 943. LST 289 was damaged
with the loss of 13 and LST 511 was hit by fire from LST 496 resulting in 18 wounded. (Photo; Sherman tank lost in the
action and recovered from the sea at Slapton Sands - A 379 about 10 miles south of Brixham.)

(Continued on page 12)
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Outcome
The subsequent report from Rear Admiral John Hall dated May 5 offered profound regrets to the Americans. The main cause of the tragic incident was
attributed to inordinate pressures on staff. Factors included the concurrency of Operation Tiger and Operation Fabius and actions against enemy destroyers on
the 25th and 26th and a further planned action on the 28th. Under these extraordinary circumstances communications and signals were delayed and some
reporting was incomplete.
Lessons were learned but the appalling loss of life had little or no compensating benefit to the allied landings at Normandy. However recommendations
included;

using larger escort forces if available

the need for rescue craft during any large scale landing

ensuring that vital information on enemy contacts was disseminated quickly

introducing standard procedures and special communication circuits for each Operation including the use of the same radio wavelengths

reinforcing the message for all hands not to look at flares or fires ... to do so reduced ability to see objects in the dark

limiting the amount of fuel carried to that needed for the operation itself to reduce combustible material and thereby fire risk

making rifles and pistols more generally available to fire on E-boats when they paced close aboard especially when guns could not depress
sufficiently

making life boats and life rafts as near ready for lowering as possible

issuing illumination rockets to help slow moving large ships locate E-boats in darkness

improving firefighting equipment including the installation of manually operated pumps for LSTs and other ships carrying large amounts of
inflammable material

providing training in the use of the kapok life preserver jacket in preference to the CO2 single type. The former was more effective in keeping heads
above water

loosening boot laces where an order to abandon ship seemed likely to make it easier to remove heavy waterlogged boots in the water.

When 10 "bigots" were reported missing there was a strong possibility that the plans for the reinvasion of Europe had been seriously and possibly fatally
compromised. At the time of Operation Tiger the date for D-Day was not known even to Eisenhower but the 10 officers did know the location of the invasion
beaches ... information of vital interest to the enemy. A vast search of Lyme Bay was undertaken and by a miracle the bodies of all ten officers were recovered
whilst 100s of others were, at least for the moment, lost at sea. Although the loss of the "bigot" officers was regrettable the relief amongst the allied planners, to
know that the their invasion plans had not been compromised, can only be imagined.
To the outside world the disaster of Tiger was kept a closely guarded secret. No official communiqué was issued and the staff of the 228th Sherbourne Hospital
in Dorset, who received hundreds of immersion and burns cases, were simply told to ask no questions and warned that they would be subject to court martial if
they discussed the tragedy.
The total of 749 American killed and missing was 10 times the actual losses on Utah beach on June 6 1944.
See Complete Article: http://www.combinedops.com/Op_Tiger.htm

The Marine Corps League - Detachment 1088, London

Paymaster Michael E. Allen
MCL London Detachment 1088
2 Pednormead End, Old Chesham
Buckinghamshire, HP5 2JS
United Kingdom
Tel: 01494 772 379 (Int’l: 44 1494 772 379)
mcllondon.1088@sky.com

Page 13

