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Det 1088 — Winter 2009
Our Detachment meeting was filled with inspirational guests and a special new member induction. We were extremely
grateful and pleased to welcome Lady Alma Kent GC, OBE. Such a small, petite woman, able to withstand severe and
long-term abuse in WWII when serving as a Nurse Lieutenant as a prisoner of the Japanese, is inspirational at the very
least. Everyone of us in that room felt honoured to be there and spend some time with her. This publication isn’t large
enough to detail the horrors she suffered and ultimately survived. But suffice to say that she lived through a 4 year period
of brutality, torture and callous disregard for human life that you would only expect to read in fiction novels! For her service
and gallantry she was awarded the War Defence Medal, The 1939-1945 Star, The Burma Star and the highest award for
bravery, The George Cross. She was also awarded the title of OBE (Order of the British Empire) by Her Majesty the
Queen. Even now at the age of 92, she is still involved in Marathons (she finished the London Marathon in 2008 in just
4.5 hours), as well as her continued, daily volunteer and charity work. In 2002, she was granted a rare honour; Freeman
of the City of London. Lady Alma Kent, we salute you and look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.

Below—Commandant Bob Martin and our special guest and newest Patron of
Detachment 1088, Lady Alma Kent GC, OBE on 03 November, 2009 at RMR

For all Bulldog & Det 1088 enquiries:

MCL London Detachment 1088,
Robert Martin, Commandant,
bobtheyank@yahoo.com
Bill English, Sr. ViceCommandant
billenglish3@hotmail.com

www.mcl-london-uk.org
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COMMANDANT’S CORNER
Well, here it is. Our second issue of the Bulldog Newsletter. Thanks to the hard work of Bill
English—great work Bill!
Our last meeting was a wonderful event with 3 very important guests attending: Lady Alma
Kent, George Cross, OBE; Gerard Devlin MCL National Parliamentarian and Former Marine
Ron Black. Lady Alma Kent GC, OBE and Sir John Ellison have joined the Detachment as
Patrons. We consider ourselves very fortunate to count them amongst our members.
Also during the meeting we conducted an important and unique Induction of 8 Honorary Members with Honorary Membership of Marine Corps League Detachment 1088 London. These
men were Associates who continue to support the Detachment with their professionalism and
camaraderie. Congratulations and thank you to all.
As some of you know, I went to the RMA Re-Union in September. What a great occasion this
was for a former American Marine to be asked to attend. The Royal Marines really know how
to put on a great event, be kind and considerate hosts and make a guest feel comfortable and
part of the crowd. Saturday I was introduced to Lympstone Recruit Camp—this promoted
some not entirely pleasant memories of my Recruit Training days!! I attended the Shooting Range, Drill Hall, Assault Course and finally, and probably most importantly, the Bar! Fun
was had by all, especially myself after a few pints!! That Saturday night, I went to a concert
presented by the Royal Marine Association Band. This also included a buffet; which was
really important to use to stoke up the carbs after all that liquid protein!
Sunday, I attended a parade of the RMA and 42 Commando. I was also awarded the honour
of marching with these proud men. Another inspiring event was the unveiling of a “Wall of Remembrance” for the Marines who have died from 2002 to the present day. Thank you, RMA.
Finally, I would like to offer my thanks to Mike Allen for shouldering the responsibility of the
Remembrance Day March in London. At short notice, he managed to organise attendance for
Detachment 1088 and did a fine job. Thank you.
I hope you can see how the Detachment has prospered recently and this has a lot to do with
the Detachment as a whole. We have really come together, as a fantastic group, willing to do
their very best to make our Detachment successful and
note-worthy.
Semper Fi
Bob Martin
Commandant
Marine Corps League
Detachment 1088 London

The Bulldog is published throughout the year. Although there are
no pre-defined deadline dates, we
will ask for article submissions 1
week prior to a notification of publication by email from the Editor.
All articles should not be copied
from prior Bulldog publications.
Thank you in advance, for your
contributions.
Bill English
Sr. Vice Commandant
Editor

Gentlemen, our annual membership fees
are due. Please see the below for costs.
Payments to Andrew Colquhoun: Paymaster — Cheques made payable to Marine Corps League London Detachment
1088.
The Life member dues are as follows:
35 and under US$550—£340
36 to 50 US$440—£270
51 - 60 US$330—£200
61 and over US$165 —£100
For USMC members:
Renewal US$40—£25
New member US$45—£28
For Associates
Renewal US$40—£25
New Associate US$45—£28
Dual renew US$40—£25
Dual new US$45—£28
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Induction of the newest members of Marine Corps League London Detachment 1088—Honorary membership granted to
these select Royal Marines, who have be active in the Detachment as Associates, contributing to the Detachment consistently with their professionalism and Love of the Corps. Welcome aboard!
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Detachment Awards/Recognition

Congratulation to Commandant Martin for his recent award (see above). As a detachment, we
have a number of awards over the years and I will begin to populate this page with others that I
can obtain documents for. If you have any, please scan and send them to
billenglish3@hotmail.com, or a hardcopy in the post to my home address: 17 Harding Road,
Chesham, Buckinghamshire, HP5 3BB. I will endeavour to include them in the next issue of the
“Bulldog”.
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Amateur Ryder Cup 2009
The 4th Annual Amateur Ryder Cup, held at Ilfracombe Golf Club in Devon October 30th-November 1st 2009, was a resounding success. We ended up with
27 golfers playing 4ball-better ball on Saturday ((six 4-balls and one 3-ball
(where the USA participant played a team of 2 Europeans)). Although the
weather on Saturday wasn’t exactly sunny, it wasn’t raining and was relatively
mild; but probably more important, it was DRY. Ilfracombe is an exposed clifftop course open to the weather from the Atlantic and on this weekend there
was a storm on its way, so we considered ourselves fortunate to have such a fine
day of play! There was friendly competition, socializing, fund raising and excellent, professional service provided by the staff of Ilfracombe Golf Club and
Sandaway Holiday Park (owned by sponsor Mr. John Fowler, an Honorary Marine
associated to Detachment 1088, who provided the caravans for our stay over
the weekend at no charge). Although the USA team won the event 4.5 to 2.5,
the real winner was Slapton Sands Memorial and Detachment 1088. We raised
£2000 for the charity. On the following pages will be pictures and accompanying information about the event. Commandant Martin and I had a busy, but enjoyable and very rewarding weekend. Enjoy!! See Page 4-7.
Courage is endurance, for just one moment more….
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Amateur Ryder Cup 2009

Views of Ilfracombe Golf Club
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Amateur Ryder Cup 2009

Bob presenting USMC stepping stone to Dot, Lady
Captain Ilfracombe Golf Club, Devon

Dot, Bob, Eric (Captain Ilfracombe Golf Club,
Bill

Bob and 2009 Event
cake

Bob and Amateur Ryder Cup
Trophy and Captains Gifts

The remaining dedicated, albeit fool-hardy souls that
stayed on Sunday to play the course in 60mph winds.
Pictures from Saturday at Ilfracombe Golf Club with Lady Captain and Gentlemen's’ Captain. Bottom pictures: left of the
Dining Area for the Gala Dinner and right of the young men that decided to brave the 60mph winds on Sunday!!
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Amateur Ryder Cup 2009

USA win 5 & 3

Match halved

USA win 1 up

Europe win 2 & 1

USA win 3 & 2

Europe win 3 & 2

USA win 4 & 2

We didn’t know it at the time, but this was
the deciding match! (left-right:Mick, Alan,
Terry) Alan was the lone American member having to play both Mick and Terry of
the Europe team. Giving him a few extra
shots in match play, he prevailed 4 and 2!
When the Sunday matches were cancelled
due to winds of over 60mph, USA won 4.5
to 2.5. If Alan had lost, the 2009 event
would have been a draw!

Ron Slater, USA Captain (right), accepting the trophy from Neil
Palfreeman, European Captain (left). USA 4.5 to Europe 2.5.
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Items of Interest

Nick Summers in the Philippines with
GySgt Martin L. Benavides

Frank Bradley and wife at
Detachment meeting

US Ambassador Kristie A. Kenney and Nick

From left to right—Ron Black, Gerard
Devlin, Bill Barnard, John Allingham
at Detachment meeting.

Commandant Bob Martin preparing to induct
the 6 Royal Marines Associates, honorary
Marine membership in Detachment 1088

Sgt at Arms—Paul Young at
Detachment meeting

“Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference. The MARINES don’t have
that problem.”
President Ronald Regan 1985
Newly inducted Honorary Marines (Former Royal Marines and members of the RMA) of MCL
Detachment 1088 London with Commandant Bob Martin and Lady Alma Kent GC, OBE during
Detachment meeting on 3 November, 2009 at RMR Bermondsey, London, United Kingdom

For those who fought for it, FREEDOM has a flavour the protected will never know.
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Our Newest Patrons
From left to right:
Commodore Sir John E
Ellson KSG (MCL Detachment 1088 Patron)
Lady Alma Kent, GC,
OBE (MCL Detachment
1088 Patron)
Major Ray Theobald
Thank you Lt General
Jonathan Dunkerley for
introducing them to Detachment 1088! We are
honoured and thankful!

From left to right:
Commodore Sir John E
Ellson KSG (MCL Detachment 1088 Patron)
Lady Alma Kent, GC,
OBE (MCL Detachment
1088 Patron)

From left to right:
Admiral Lord West of
Spithead
Lady Alma Kent, GC,
OBE (MCL Detachment 1088 Patron)
Commodore Sir John
E. Ellson KSG (MCL
Detachment 1088 Patron)
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Happy 234th Birthday 2009!

General James T. Conway
Commandant of the
Marine Corps

General James F. Amos
Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps

Carlton W. Kent
Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps

1976 Birthday Ball in Geneva, Switzerland — the Marine
Corps hymn accompanied by LtGen Rowney on harmonica

1976 Birthday Ball in Geneva, Switzerland — the cake
ceremony MSG Detachment
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Historical Interest

The base was named in memory of Major General George
Putnam Moody, killed in May 1941, an early Air Force pioneer.
On February 19,. 1942, Moody Field Advanced Pilot Training
School began training 50 Army Air Corps Cadets in the Beech
AT-10 (see pic below left).
Following WWII in November 1947, Moody was placed on
inactive status, but was reactivated in May 1951 when the Korean Conflict created a demand for more Air Force pilots.
The base’s primary mission in its early years was to meet the
requirements of the Air Force Pilot Instrument School and
Instrument Flying School.

This diploma (top left pic) was found in a home in the UK behind a dresser that hadn’t been moved
since WWII. It was shown to me by a colleague at work. Obviously US Army, but of some historical
significance to our Detachment in the UK. Lt A.J.Bullen 1336400 16-02-1943 diploma. I have emailed
it to the Moody Air Force Base Public Affairs office to see if they are interested or have any other information on this individual. I felt that with our close ties to the Royal Marines and as we are based in the
UK, there was a certain relevance. I’ll keep you informed when I receive any further details.
See this URL for additional information. http://www.moody.af.mil/
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“The Proud Poppy”
Dear Lord: Each petal for a life so dear,
Each petal touched by a hand so near,
From your wondrous teachings man still turns
To a lesson that he never learns.
The life you give is yours to take,
Not the right of man for taking’s sake.
So to those gallant souls “The Proud Poppy”
With your lives you freed from the grind of boot,
“In Remembrance” we offer, silence as our salute.
Cmdr. Sir John E. Ellson
Patron Marine Corps League
London Detachment 1088
This poem is displayed in the Imperial War Museum near the eastern end of Portsmouth seafront.
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Remembrance Day 2009
The complete Western area of Belgium is named Flanders. It saw some of the some of the most concentrated and
bloodiest fighting of the First World War. There was complete devastation: buildings, roads, trees and natural life
simply disappeared. Where once there were homes and farms; there was now just a sea of mud—a grave for the
dead, where men lived and fought. Only one other living thing could be found amongst all this devastation and
death—the poppy. The poppy flowered each year, bringing life, hope, colour and reassurance to those still fighting.
John McCrae, a doctor with the Canadian Armed Forces, was so deeply moved by what he saw in Northern France,
he wrote a poem in 1915 in a pocket book called “In Flanders Fields”. In 1918, Moira Michael, an American,
wrote a poem in reply, “We shall keep the faith”, in which she promised to wear a poppy “...in honour of our dead”.
This is where the tradition of wearing a poppy in remembrance began.

“I love the Corps for those intangible
possessions that cannot be issued: pride,
honour, integrity, and being able to carry on the
traditions for generations of warriors past.” Cpl
Jeff Sornig, in the Navy Times
November 1944

Americans by birth,
Marines by Choice!

The Cenotaph in London—right.
Marine Ron Black; MCL National Parliamentarian, Gerard Devlin; Jr. Past Commandant, Mike Allen; Detachment 1088
Quartermaster, Frank Bradley—top left
Gerard Devlin—top right
Ron Black—above left
These four represented the Marine Corps
League and Detachment 1088 in the 2009
Remembrance Day Parade.
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Historical/Heroes of the Past

STORY NUMBER ONE
Many years ago, Al Capone virtually owned Chicago . Capone wasn't famous for anything heroic. He was notorious for enmeshing the windy
city in everything from bootlegged booze and prostitution to murder. Capone had a lawyer nicknamed 'Easy Eddie.' He was Capone's lawyer
for a good reason. Eddie was very good! In fact, Eddie's skill at legal manoeuvring kept Big Al out of jail for a long time. To show his appreciation, Capone paid him very well. Not only was the money big, but Eddie got special dividends, as well. For instance, he and his family
occupied a fenced-in mansion with live-in help and all of the conveniences of the day. The estate was so large that it filled an entire Chicago City block. Eddie lived the high life of the Chicago mob and gave little consideration to the atrocity that went on around
him. Eddie did have one soft spot, however. He had a son that he loved dearly. Eddie saw to it that his young son had clothes, cars, and a
good education. Nothing was withheld. Price was no object. And, despite his involvement with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach
him right from wrong. Eddie wanted his son to be a better man than he was. Yet, with all his wealth and influence, there were two things
he couldn't give his son; he couldn't pass on a good name or a good example. One day, Easy Eddie reached a difficult decision. Easy Eddie
wanted to rectify wrongs he had done. He decided he would go to the authorities and tell the truth about Al 'Scarface' Capone, clean up
his tarnished name, and offer his son some semblance of integrity. To do this, he would have to testify against The Mob, and he knew that
the cost would be great. So, he testified. Within the year, Easy Eddie's life ended in a blaze of gunfire on a lonely Chicago
Street . But in his eyes, he had given his son the greatest gift he had to offer, at the greatest price he could ever pay. Police removed
from his pockets a rosary, a crucifix, a religious medallion, and a poem clipped from a magazine.
The poem read:
'The clock of life is wound but once, and no man has the power to tell just when the hands will stop, at late or early hour. Now is the
only time you own. Live, love, toil with a will. Place no faith in time. For the clock may soon be still.'

STORY NUMBER TWO
World War II produced many heroes. One such man was Lieutenant Commander Butch O'Hare. He was a fighter pilot assigned to the
aircraft carrier Lexington in the South Pacific. One day his entire squadron was sent on a mission. After he was airborne, he looked at his
fuel gauge and realized that someone had forgotten to top off his fuel tank. He would not have enough fuel to complete his mission and get
back to his ship. His flight leader told him to return to the carrier. Reluctantly, he dropped out of formation and headed back to the
fleet. As he was returning to the mother ship, he saw something that turned his blood cold; a squadron of Japanese aircraft was speeding
its way toward the American fleet. The American fighters were gone on a sortie, and the fleet was all but defenceless. He couldn't reach
his squadron and bring them back in time to save the fleet. Nor could he warn the fleet of the approaching danger. There was only one thing
to do. He must somehow divert them from the fleet. Laying aside all thoughts of personal safety, he dove into the formation of Japanese
planes. Wing-mounted 50 calibre's blazed as he charged in, attacking one surprised enemy plane and then another. Butch wove in and out of
the now broken formation and fired at as many planes as possible until all his ammunition was finally spent. Undaunted, he continued the
assault. He dove at the planes, trying to clip a wing or tail in hopes of damaging as many enemy planes as possible, rendering them unfit to
fly. Finally, the exasperated Japanese squadron took off in another direction. Deeply relieved, Butch O'Hare and his tattered fighter
limped back to the carrier. Upon arrival, he reported in and related the event surrounding his return. The film from the gun-camera
mounted on his plane told the tale. It showed the extent of Butch's daring attempt to protect his fleet. He had, in fact, destroyed five
enemy aircraft. This took place on February 20, 1942, and for that action Butch became the Navy's first Ace of W.W.II, and the first
Naval Aviator to win the Congressional Medal of Honour. A year later Butch was killed in aerial combat at the age of 29. His home town
would not allow the memory of this WW II hero to fade, and today, O'Hare Airport in Chicago is named in tribute to the courage of this
great man. So, the next time you find yourself at O'Hare International, give some thought to visiting Butch's memorial displaying his statue
and his Medal of Honour. It's located between Terminals 1 and 2.

SO WHAT DO THESE TWO STORIES H AVE TO DO WITH EACH OTHER?
Butch O'Hare was 'Easy Eddie's' son.
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Memories ‘n’ Stuff
Ask any Marine. Just ask. He will tell you that the Marine Corps was born in Tun Tavern on 10 November 1775. But, beyond that the Marine's recollection for detail will probably get fuzzy. So, here is the straight scoop: In the year 1685, Samuel
Carpenter built a huge "brew house" in Philadelphia. He located this tavern on the waterfront at the corner of Water Street and
Tun Alley. The old English word tun means a cask, barrel, or keg of beer. So, with his new beer tavern on Tun Alley, Carpenter elected to christen the new waterfront brewery with a logical name, Tun Tavern. Tun Tavern quickly gained a reputation
for serving fine beer. Beginning 47 years later in 1732, the first meetings of the St. John's No. 1 Lodge of the Grand Lodge of
the Masonic Temple were held in the tavern. An American of note, Benjamin Franklin, was its third Grand Master. Even
today the Masonic Temple of Philadelphia recognizes Tun Tavern as the birthplace of Masonic teachings in America. Roughly
ten years later in the early 1740s, the new proprietor expanded Tun Tavern and gave the addition a new name, "Peggy Mullan's Red Hot Beef Steak Club at Tun Tavern." The new restaurant became a smashing commercial success and was patronized by notable Americans. In 1747 the St. Andrews Society, a charitable group dedicated to assisting poor immigrants
from Scotland, was founded in the tavern. Nine years later, then Col. Benjamin Franklin organized the Pennsylvania Militia.
He used Tun Tavern as a gathering place to recruit a regiment of soldiers to go into battle against the Indian uprisings that were
plaguing the American colonies. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the Continental Congress later met in Tun Tavern as the American colonies prepared for independence from the English Crown. On November 10, 1775, the Continental
Congress commissioned Samuel Nicholas to raise two Battalions of Marines. That very day, Nicholas set up shop in Tun Tavern. He appointed Robert Mullan, then the proprietor of the tavern, to the job of chief Marine Recruiter -- serving, of course,
from his place of business at Tun Tavern. Prospective recruits flocked to the tavern, lured by (1) cold beer and (2) the opportunity to serve in the new Corps of Marines. So, yes, the U.S. Marine Corps was indeed born in Tun Tavern. Needless to say,
both the Marine Corps and the tavern thrived during this new relationship. Tun Tavern still lives today. And, Tun Tavern beer
is still readily available throughout the Philadelphia area. Further, through magazines it is advertised to Marines throughout
the world.

“ Those of us who grew up in the 1950’s knew them as a group apart. All my friends’ fathers had served in World War II and
they all had the same odd reaction to my father. He never shouted or growled (well, not that often!), but when the veteran of
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, and Iwo Jima spoke, his peers maintained a respectful silence. He was a Marine, and nothing trumped that
credential.” Jeff Babbin

Collection of pictures and stories. Please send
me yours and I’ll continue this page; maybe call
it “Way back then...
Tun Tavern—left
U S Marines 1940 FMF—bottom left
L/Cpl English promotion to Cpl—1975 Calcutta, India

16

Christmas is a time of giving
The giving and acceptance of gifts from friends, family and loved ones.
The giving of Christmas cheer and goodwill, and finally the giving of that most precious commodity we own – time.
Time for others and time for friends and family. The following articles are dedicated to Royal Marines and ex Royal Marines who have imparted that precious commodity of time over this last year. They have unselfishly given their time in order to help and encourage their fellow
marines in an effort to alleviate the hardship of long periods in distant places and to help cope with the trauma of death and injury whilst
standing shoulder to shoulder in freedom’s cause. These are their stories.
The RMA Canterbury Shoebox Appeal
This Appeal was launched in 2006 in order to send ‘shoe boxes’ Members of the Canterbury RMA present the Greenhill Residents Association
full of ‘goodies’ to Royal Marines and their attached ranks servwith a token of their appreciation for the many shoeboxes they have sent.
ing in Afghanistan and to show those boys that someone really
Some of the boxes are shown in the foreground. Mrs. AnneMarie Taylor is
does care and appreciate what they are trying to achieve. To
third front from the left.
date several thousand shoe boxes have found their way to Afghanistan and to Royal Marines serving out there.
In the fall of 2008 Mr Bob Taylor (AnneMarie’s husband) and
myself loaded 30 odd pallets consisting of some 3000 shoeboxes
on to a DHL truck for on forwarding to Afghanistan. This year
3,540 shoe boxes will be sent to British forces in Afghanistan’s
Helmand province by the Appeal.
At a collection in a local shopping centre in the Medway Towns,
Kent, UK, members of RMA Branches at Canterbury, and Chatham assisted by local Royal Marine cadets and families collected £1,565 in one day! for the appeal. A huge ‘Thank You’ is
in order to the great British public for their outstanding generosity on that occasion. Organised by Mrs AnneMarie Taylor of
Canterbury Branch who approached local W.I’s (Womens Institute branches) Old peoples residential homes and many local
and national companies, a chain of sponsors and eager and
enthusiastic helpers was soon established. The Greenhill Senior
Citizens Association are some of the most prolific contributors to
the appeal and managed to include not only the normal
‘goodies’ in their boxes, such as packs of soup, sachets of tea/
coffee, toothbrushes and toothpaste etc. but the elderly ladies of the association, no doubt with a wicked sense of humour, managed to
include a large number of sex aids and sex toys! (And no do not ask me what they were!) One delightful lady, well into her eighties raised
several eyebrows at her local newsagents when she asked for some ‘Lads’ pornographic magazines! and would the newsagent kindly reach
up to the top shelf to retrieve them for her as she wasn’t tall enough to reach up there herself! These magazines also ended up in her shoebox.

Members of the Canterbury Branch
with some woolly “titfers”. Mrs.
Taylor is seated front, first from the
right and the author is seated front
first from the left.

The ‘Appeal’ is still active and can
be contacted on
www.rmashoebox.com where updates etc. and letters of appreciation
from the serving Corps can be
viewed.

An appeal was also launched for woolly ‘titfers’ or hats, by Mrs Taylor and the Shoebox appeal. The aim was to provide every Royal Marine serving in Afghanistan with a woolly hat to keep his head warm during the severe Afghan
winter. The local and national organisations responded admirably and over 6000 woolly hats were duly knitted and
sent to the serving Corps. Some from as far afield as Aberdeen in Scotland. Although the appeal specified dark colours only since these were to be worn tactically, there is always a ‘Joker’ in every pack and several of the hats were
produced in bright pinks, reds, yellows etc. and some even had a bobble sewn on them! However all were well received and appreciated.
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The ‘Commando Cops’ 13.5 mile speed march through London
On Saturday 7th November this year, the day before the Cenotaph Remembrance Parade in London, UK, approximately 90 serving policeman from around the UK, took part in a thirteen and a half mile ‘speed march’ through the
streets of the nation’s capital.
A ’speed march’ is a combined run and quick march undertaken by a squad. Basically the aim is to move a fully
armed and equipped body of men from A to B as quickly as possible ensuring that they all arrive at their objective
together and are fit to fight when they get there. ‘Speed marches’ of various lengths are part of Royal Marines recruit training and are included in the final physical tests for the coveted Green Beret.
The ‘coppers’ were all ex Royal Marines’ and their aim was to raise as much money as possible in order to sponsor
paraplegic Royal Marines, injured in the UK’s recent conflicts, to train and compete in the 2012 Paralympics. Their
running ‘gear’ was supplied by the Royal Marines and consisted of lightweight DPM pattern shirts and trousers, and
combat boots.
The Commando Cops assemble in the Mall.
The ‘speed march’ started at No 10 Downing Street where the squad were addressed by British Premier, Mr Gordon Brown. They were invited by Mrs Brown to have a ‘cup of tea’ before setting off but had to decline for obvious reasons.

Meeting UK Premier Gordon Brown.

The “Marchers” set off from the “Tower” after their brief water stop.

A final regroup at Trafalgar Square before the last “leg” of their “speed
march”.

The ‘speed marchers’ were accompanied by serving P.T.I’s (Physical Training Instructors)
from the Commando Training Centre Royal Marines in Lympstone, Devon, UK. The PTI’s
maintained a cracking pace throughout the march by threats, abuse and ‘Bootneck’ (Royal
Marines) humour! The squad was escorted throughout the ‘march’ by members of the Metropolitan Police on Motorcycles and Mountain Bikes. They smoothed the way for the
‘marchers’ through the Saturday morning London traffic. The ‘marchers’ were ably supported by members of the Royal Marines Association, the Yeoman Warders of the Tower of
London, the Chelsea pensioners, Woking Sea/Royal Marine Cadets and the Metropolitan
Police Service. The cadets and the RMA manned ‘water stops’ at the Tower of London and
Trafalgar square. They also mingled with the tourists and general public with collection boxes
for Royal Marines funds. The ‘old farts’ of the RMA, including yours truly were particularly
popular with tourists who were literally queuing up for photo shoots with us! They were no
doubt attracted by our easygoing charm, charisma and good looks! Or maybe it was the Green
Berets and the Medals.

The Remembrance Service at the Graspan Memorial.
At a Black Tie dinner that same evening, attended by several dignitaries from the Metropolitan Police Service and
the Royal Marines Association, a cheque for £130,000
was presented to the Royal Marines Benevolent Fund. The
website for further contributions is open until the end of
November and can be found at www.bmycharity.com/
commandocops The ‘marchers’ attended the Cenotaph
Remembrance Parade on Sunday 8th November and
marched as part of the RMA contingent to pay their respects to Britain and her Commonwealth and Allies many
fallen in the wars since ‘the war to end all wars’, WW1.
Roger (Tiny) Payne RMA Canterbury Branch and Hon.
Member Det. 1088. MCL London
Green berets now worn, the marchers complete
the last phase behind the Royal Marine Band.

The Remembrance Service at the Graspan
Memorial

Before dispersing for a much needed shower and rest, the marchers and supporters assembled at
the Royal Marines Graspan Memorial adjacent to Admiralty Arch for a short Remembrance service.
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The
is still
and can
tacted on

Merry Christmas
andChristmas!
have a Happy New Year!
Merry
In these days of political correctness and liberal thinking, people are generally circumspect about the phrase they
use during this festive time of the year. The first known use of any Christmas time greeting dates back to 1565,
when it appeared in the Hereford Municipal Manuscript; “ and thus I comytt you to God, and send you a mery
Christmas”. Over the centuries and even more recently, variations on the theme have seen more widespread use,
such as: Happy Holidays, Happy Christmas, Seasons Greetings, Feliz Navidad. But whatever your religious convictions, we should all, as former Marines or another branch of service, remember those that have gone before and
given the ultimate sacrifice, or were maimed in the line of duty. Merry Christmas may be a phrase coined and
primarily used by Christians, but inherent in that statement is good wishes for all peoples and all religions. Let us
also remember those who still serve in various theatres of war and conflict around the world. Most of us can recall times when we were away from home, friends and family during this time. Let’s give a thought to those that
are in that very situation now. So Merry Christmas!! Bill English

Santa and all his elves and children of all ages! Santa really enjoys these occasions and it seems that the portly old
gentleman is still filling out the suit! Every year now for the last 5 and each is different Happy Ho Ho Ho
(Santa—aka Bill!)

www.rmashoebox.com where updates etc. and letters of appreciation from the serving Corps can be viewed.

19

‘Appeal’
active
be con-

Upcoming Events

Honorary Commandant:
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret)
31st Commandant of the Marine Corps

Nov

2009:
Remembrance
Parade, The Cenotaph,
London, UK

Day

Nov

2009: 234th Marine Corps Ball,
MSG London (Date of ball and
details to be confirmed).

Nov

2009: 234th Marine Corps Ball,
MCSB Menwith Hill, (Date of
ball and details to be
confirmed).

Jan

2009: 12th Detachment 1088
meeting at RMR Bermondsey

Detachment 1088 Commandant: Robert Martin
Sr. Vice Commandant: Bill English
Jr. Vice Commandant: Leonard Smith
Jr. Past Commandant: Mike Allen
Paymaster: Andrew Colquhoun
Judge Advocate: Larry Lewis
Adjutant:
Sgt. at Arms: Paul Young
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell
PR Officer: Robert Martin
Youth Program Director:
Historian: Mike Allen
Quartermaster: Frank Bradley

For further details regarding any activity: www.mcl-london-uk.org

Don’t forget to pay your
annual subscription!!!
Payments can be posted to:

Andrew Colquhoun
59 Oakington Avenue,
Little Chalfont,
Buckinghamshire
HP6 6SX

The Marine Corps League was founded in1923 and
chartered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Detachment
1088 is one of the few MCL detachments outside the
United States and is based in London, drawing its membership from active duty, reserve, retired and honourably discharged former US Marines now living throughout the
United Kingdom, Europe and America. Detachment 1088
also has a strong associate membership drawn from the
Royal Marines Association as well as from other suitably
qualified individuals. Detachment 1088 actively seeks and
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applications. For further details, please use the contact details
listed on the front page.
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