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This month { April 28th }, I was invited to take part in the Annual Service Of Remembrance to Commemorate The Servicemen Who Died On " Exercise Tiger" 28th April 1944 ".
I was invited to stay at Mr. John Casson’s home as his guest, he is one of the directors of the Slapton Sands Memorial
Trust. I met his wife, who is a lovely person. He is very grateful to us, [Marine Corps League, Detachment 1088, London], for getting involved with trying to raise funds for the Tank. Later that day, Saturday 27th April 2006, we went
to visit different parts of Torcross, Devon.
Saturday night at 19;00hrs, I was taken to a wonderful pub restaurant" Cricket Inn", South Devon. here I met Dean
Small [ son of Ken Small, founder of "the Tank"] and his wife, also Steve Mutton and his wife, all Directors of the Trust,
also a Wing Commander and his wife, both names escape me at the present time,. A WONDERFUL EVENING WAS
HAD BY ALL.........
Sunday morning arrived with a bang [ my head] after the night before, with plenty of coffee and a good breakfast , John
and I set off to visit an 82 year old Royal Marine Veteran from the Normandy Invasion, we spent 45 minutes together
talking about our experiences in our different war days. When we parted to leave I told him, when Detachment 1088
raises the money for the Memorial at Slapton, that he would be one of the guests of honor, he was over whelmed by
this. We then went back to John’s home to get prepared for the Church Services.
The church service, was held at St, Michael and All Angels Church at Stokenham South Devon. The service was taken
by Reverend Pauline Lewis MBE and Reverend Richard Harding, Vicar of Stokenham. Also taking part in the service,
were "Royal Tank Regiment Association, Devon and Cornwall Branch, [Twinned with 70th Tank Battalion U. S. Army].
Order of service..... march in of U.S. Honor Guard, [Navy], R.T.R Standard Party and Standard Bearers of [15
Branches] of Ex Services Organization British Legion........
The lesson was read by Major Derek Reeve, United States Army. The service was beautiful and services was concluded with both, the American “Star Spangled Banner”, and British National Anthem, “God Save the Queen".
After the service, we went down to the "Tank", Again the honor Guard , from the U.S. Navy and the 15 Branch Standard
of the Royal British Legion, plus 7 Wreath Bearers, 3 from the U.S.Navy,3 from the British Legion. and 1 from the U.S.
Marine Corps League, Detachment 1088,London, England.
There was an audience of 200 to 300 people at the Tank. After the service we talked to all types of people who had
seen our Detachment on parade at the REMEMBRANCE DAY in London. People in Slapton Sands and surrounding
areas have heard what our Detachment is trying to do with the" Memorial Fund". Remember this is not a one man
show, all of us must help inside the League, The United States Marine Corps League Detachment 1088, London, is
now widely known throughout the Southwest of England, (Devon and Cornwall), thanks to our friends here at Slapton
Sands.........
After the completion of the services I returned to my hosts’ residence and extended my sincere gratitude to my host and
made my goodbyes, preparing to go back home to my loving family.
That was the weekend that was. Now it is up to all of us as a League, to try to raise the money needed, [£20,000 U.K.
pounds] for the "Wall of Remembrance" at Slapton Sands Devon. If we do not no one will! Please don’t let this become
"THE FORGOTTEN DEAD". If you can help please contact me.
Semper Fi,
Bob Martin
Sr, Vice Commandant
United States Marines Corps League
London Detachment 1088
rmartin@mcl-london-uk.org
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VISIT OF PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANT HELEN F. HICKS
AND JOHN BIGWOOD TO DEVON
After many months of preparation and planning not to mention numerous e-mails and early morning telephone calls from Senior Vice
Commandant Bob Martin in Devon, our two important guests arrived in England on Tuesday 16th May 2006.
The next day my wife Gillian and I met Helen Hicks and John Bigwood at Paddington Station so that we could catch a train to Exeter in
Devon to begin the first part of Madam Commandant’s itinerary. To my surprise, I was most impressed with British Rail’s service and
the journey to Exeter proved to be a relaxing experience and an excellent opportunity for the four of us to get acquainted.
On arrival in Exeter Bob Martin was on the platform to meet us together with his trusty driver Alan who took us immediately to our hotel. The Devon section of the visit had been planned by Bob with military precision and during the next couple of days he was totally
responsible for making sure that everyone mustered at the correct time and at the correct meeting point – a task he performed with
great gusto!
The first function we all attended was on the Wednesday evening when Brigadier Charles (Charlie) Hobson and his lovely wife Trish
invited us to an informal dinner at their home which was extremely enjoyable. Charlie and Trish were generous hosts and as the wine
flowed, Helen began entertaining us with her amusing tales from her days as a Law Enforcement Officer in Dallas.
The next morning after breakfast, Bob took the party to the Royal Marines Commando Training Base at Lympstone where we were
greeted by Charlie Hobson again. After coffee in the Officer’s Mess we were introduced to Lt.Col. Phil Sampson who gave a very informative introduction to life as a Royal Marine recruit. We then watched the training video after which I was ready to sign up for another stint in uniform!

Next on the itinerary was lunch in the Sergeant’s Mess and just as everyone was beginning to wonder whether an afternoon nap might
be possible, Bob announced that Charlie Hobson was going to take us on a walking tour of the Base. Charlie was an excellent guide
and took us across the base to view the Commando statue from where we went onto visit the beautiful chapel. We were also introduced to one of the Chaplins who took great pride in showing us the newly built Cyber Café for the recruits. At this point I’m certain I
heard someone mutter under their breath “it wasn’t like that in my day”!!
From the chapel we went to view the large gym and swimming pool situated within the Falklands Hall both of which were impressive
facilities. In the gym a group of possible young recruits were being put through their paces and my wife was quite shocked to see just
how young some of the boys seemed to be. We were also able to see the excellent rehabilitation centre situated within the same
building complex.
Despite the very cold and windy weather, Charlie then took us out onto the Commando training and exercise area which has sweeping
views of the River Exe. Perfect on a warm Summer’s day but rather foreboding on a grey wind swept day. Unfortunately there were
no recruits training that afternoon – they probably had more sense and were tucked up warm and cosy in their barracks!
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PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANT Visit Continued…….
Once the tour was over we returned to the Officer’s Mess for afternoon tea and then Alan the driver arrived to take us back to the hotel. For
the evening’s activities we took different paths as Madam Commandant had been invited to have dinner with Base Commandant Brigadier
Robison ADC plus other officers and their wives.
Charlie and Trish Hobson, John Bigwood, Bob, Gill and I had been invited to return to the Sergeant’s Mess for dinner and afterwards drinks at
the bar. This was a most enjoyable and informal evening of camaraderie and new friendships. I should like to take this opportunity of thanking
everyone at the Sergeant’s Mess for making us feel so welcome and “one of the lads”.
Despite Bob’s threats that Friday morning would be an early reveille, we did not have to muster until 9.30am when the party was driven back
to Lympstone to attend the Passing Out Ceremony of Troop 906 King’s Squad. Once again we rendezvous with Charlie in the Officer’s Mess
for morning coffee where, proudly wearing our red jackets, we were introduced to Brigadier Robison and other military dignitaries.
We then made our way to the auditorium within the Falklands Hall to join the many relatives gathered there to watch the moving ceremony in
which each proud new Marine swapped his woollen hat (known as a comforter) for the coveted green beret. You could feel the pride of each
new Marine as he stepped forward to receive his beret whilst everyone in the auditorium applauded loudly. It would take a heart of stone not
to be affected and I for one had a lump in my throat.

Drill Exercise.

The new Marines receiving their green berets.

The next part in the proceedings was the Passing Out ceremony which due to forecasted rain was not held on the parade ground but in the
nearby “Shed” - a vast covered metal structure which prevented everyone getting soaked to the skin halfway through when, as predicted, the
heavens opened. The Passing Out ceremony was another moving occasion during which the new Marines performed a silent drill exercise,
were inspected by the Commanding Officer and also given words of encouragement and praise in a speech which ended with the words “and
finally, don’t do anything you wouldn’t do in front of your mothers”. Wise words indeed. To add to the pomp of the occasion, a Royal Marines
band played throughout the proceedings.
From the Shed we returned to the Officer’s Mess for a buffet lunch where Madam Commandant was presented with a plaque from Brigadier
Robison – a token she definitely appreciated and a lasting memento of her visit.
We were then returned to the hotel where Bob very generously gave us 3 hours of free time before we had to meet for the next event, a visit to
Slapton Sands.
Written by Richard Peruscini
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VISIT TO SLAPTON SANDS MEMORIAL TANK
Despite torrential rain and gale force winds, on the evening of Friday 19th May Helen Hicks, John Bigwood, Bob Martin,
Gillian and I were collected by two chauffeured cars to be driven to Slapton Sands, approximately 75 minutes from Exeter. It
may interest some of you to know that the car sent to collect Helen and John was a 1929 Silver Shadow Rolls Royce (with a
mere 77,000 miles on the clock) which belonged to the late Sir John Mills.
After a journey which took us along narrow winding country lanes, we arrived at the Slapton Sands Memorial Tank to be welcomed by John Casson and other members of the Memorial fund raising team including Dean Small, the son of the late Ken
Small whose dedication made the raising of the Sherman Tank now on view possible.

From L to R; John Bigwood, Richard Peruscini, John Casson, Helen Hicks, Dean Small, Steve Mutton, Bob Martin
We then listened with keen interest whilst a short history on Exercise Tiger and the Fund’s aims was given by Steve Mutton
who hails originally from Chicago but now lives in Devon and works as a British Bobby on the Beat (a job made possible by
having British parents).
Madam Commandant then laid a wreath of poppies on behalf of Detachment 1088 in memory of the 946 American lives lost
during Exercise Tiger in 1944.
The awful weather forced us to cut the visit short and instead we retreated to the warmth and comfort of the nearby “Cricket
Inn” where over a splendid meal, the aims and goals of the Memorial Fund were discussed and various suggestions made
on how Detachment 1088/The Marine Corps League might be able to assist in achieving these objectives. Towards the end
of the evening, John Casson presented to Helen, John and myself a copy of Ken Small’s book “The Forgotten Dead” which
tells in great detail the full story of the ill fated Exercise Tiger.
Around 10.30pm the chauffeurs arrived to return us to Exeter only this time John Bigwood was relegated to the regular car
as Helen insisted that my wife travel back in the Rolls Royce with her. Gill says it was the most comfortable drive of her life
and the only way to travel! Somehow our own Citroen Saxo has lost its appeal!!
For those of you who wish to read “The Forgotten Dead” it is published by Bloomsbury or can be obtained from the memorial
website at www.shermantank.co.uk
Written by Richard Peruscini
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DETACHMENT 1088 DINNER AT THE UNION JACK CLUB
On Monday evening 22nd May 2006, Detachment 1088 hosted a dinner in honour of the visit of our Past National
Commandant Helen F. Hicks and John Bigwood to London. It was decided that a dinner would give both Detachment and
Associate Members the best opportunity to meet our honoured guests in a relaxed and informal atmosphere.
At 6.30pm over 30 members including Senior Vice Commandant Bob Martin, Junior Vice Commandant Terry Cooper, Junior
Past Commandant Steve Arellanes and Founding Commandant Mike Allen plus wives, partners and guests gathered in the
Gascoigne Room at the Union Jack Club to greet our guests which also included Brigadier Charles Hobson. A “Cocktail
Hour” then followed which enabled everyone to mix with our guests or catch up on the news with old friends and comrades.
Bob Martin then called everyone to order and requested that everyone take their places at the tables. It was then my honour
to welcome Madam Commandant to Detachment 1088 in a speech which also enabled me to express my thanks publically
to Charlie Hobson for his hospitality during our visit to Lympstone.
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DINNER AT THE UNION JACK CLUB Continued……….

Once this round of formalities was over, dinner was served and I am sure that I speak for
everyone present in complimenting the Club’s chef for an excellent and well presented
meal. Once coffee had been served Bob Martin took the floor and gave his own vote of
thanks for those involved with the planning of the visit.
Next Bob announced the raffle and to everyone’s surprise, the 500 raffle tickets sold out
almost immediately – we could easily have sold twice as many tickets. At this point Junior
Vice Commandant Terry Cooper took over the proceedings and performed an outstanding
job calling out the raffle numbers and keeping order amongst the eager participants.
I would personally like to say thank you to everyone for helping to raise £170 which was
way beyond my expectations.
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DINNER AT THE UNION JACK CLUB Continued…..

The venue was excellent!

The function ended around 11pm and for
those people who did not have to catch trains
or buses home, the party continued at the
Club’s bar until last orders were called.
Thank you to everyone who made the effort to
attend the function and for making it “a night
to remember”. I know that Helen, John and
Charlie enjoyed themselves very much
indeed.
Written by Richard Peruscini

Everyone had a
wonderful evening………..
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LUNCH AT NEW SCOTLAND YARD
Associate Member Nick Summers who is a serving Police
Constable with the Metropolitan Police had organised a lunch
for Tuesday 23rd May at New Scotland Yard to which he invited Helen Hicks, John Bigwood, Junior Vice Commandant
Terry Cooper and his partner Judi Peaty plus Gillian and myself.
We all met outside the New Scotland Yard building in SW1
and then followed Nick through the various security procedures before taking the lift to the top of the building and the
silver service restaurant where DC Richard Baker of the Organised and Serious Crime Squad and PC Brian Seymour
based with SO14 (Royalty Protection ) were waiting to meet
us. Unfortunately due to work commitments Commander
Steve Allen attached to TPHQ was unable to join us for lunch
but he did make a most interesting welcome speech which
highlighted the similarities between the Metropolitan Police
and the New York City Police Department.

During the lunch both Brian Seymour and Richard
Baker entertained us with antidotes of their police experiences and I think everyone gained extra insight into
the daily life of a “London Copper”.
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NEW SCOTLAND YARD Continued…..

Once the lunch was finished Helen presented Nick Summers with an Honorary Deputation as Constable in the
Dallas County PD, Texas plaque together with a Deputy Constable’s Badge thus bringing to a close a pleasant
occasion.
Written by Richard Peruscini
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TOWER OF LONDON VISIT

Tuesday evening 23rd May saw the last of Helen Hicks’ and John Bigwood’s official duties when they joined Founding Commandant Mike Allen and Sheila Powis, Judge Advocate Larry Lewis and his wife Charlotte together with Gillian and myself
at the Tower of London.

Despite very inclement weather we gathered with a large group of people, most connected to law enforcement or security,
joining Yeoman Warder Steve Froggitt for an informative tour of the Tower of London which he delivered in his usual
theatrical style.
Having been caught in a couple of downpours during the tour, we gladly made our way to the Yeoman’s Bar where we
dried out over a few glasses of wine and other alcoholic beverages whilst we all tried to convince Helen and John that the
dreadful weather was not normal for an English Spring. Somehow I do not think we succeeded!
At 9.30pm Steve Froggitt asked everyone to assemble outside where he explained the detail and history of the Ceremony
of the Keys. We were then led to Traitor’s Gate where we had a bird’s eye view of the Ceremony which has taken place
every night at the same time for hundreds of years.
Once the Ceremony was over we all retreated to the Yeoman’s Bar to thaw out again and
take part in the raffle.
At the end of the evening, my last duty as Commandant was to safely put Helen and John
into a taxi back to their hotel and thank them again for their visit and interest in
Detachment 1088.
Written by Richard Peruscini
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Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers,
Rest in Peace Marines!
CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.
(March 2, 2006)
Added to the Bulldog in Recognition of LCpl. John M. Holmason, one of our fallen Brothers. A wonderful tribute by his Mother
Karla. The Editors wish to extend their sincere condolences to LCpl. Holmason’s family and say Ooh Raw! to Karla for an outstanding tribute to her son John.
Karla Comfort received a lot of looks and even some salutes from people when she drove from Benton, Ark., to Camp Pendleton, Calif., in
her newly-painted, custom Hummer H3 March 2. The vehicle is
adorned with the likeness of! her son, 20-year-old Lance Cpl. John M.
Holmason, and nine other Marines with F Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division who where all killed by the
same improvised explosive device blast in Fallujah, Iraq, in December.
Karla Comfort, having the vehicle air brushed with the image of the 10
Marines was a way to pay homage to her hero and his fellow comrades who fell on Iraq's urban battlefield.
"I wanted to let people know (Marines) are doing their jobs honorably,
and some of them die," said the 39-year-old from Portland, OR "I don't
want people to forget the sacrifices that my son and the other Marines
made."
Leading up to her son's death, Karla Comfort had received several
letters from him prior to his return. He had been deployed for five
months, and Comfort "worried everyday he was gone until she got the
letters and found out the date he was coming home," she said.
Marines knocked on the front door of her home in Farmington, Mich.,
at 3 am with the dreadful news.
"I let my guard down when I found out he was coming home," she
said. "There are times that I still cannot believe it happened. It's very
hard to deal with."

Karla Comfort came up with the idea for the rolling
memorial when she and her two other sons attended
John's funeral in Portland, Ore.
"I saw a Vietnam (War) memorial on a car, and I said
to my son Josh, 'we should do something like that for
John,' she recalled. "He loved Hummers."
She purchased the vehicle in January and immediately took it to Airbrush Guy & Co. in Benton, Ark.,
where artist Robert Powell went to work on changing
the plain, black vehicle into a decorative, mobile, art
piece.
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Remembrance Continued………
Two hundred and fifty man-hours later, Powell had completed the vehicle. The custom job would have cost $25,000. Out of
respect for Karla Comfort's loss and the sacrifices the Marines made, Airbrush Guy & Co. did it for free. Comfort only had to
purchase the paint, which cost $3,000.
"I love it," she said. "I'm really impressed with it, and I think John would be happy with the vehicle. He would have a big smile
on his face because he loved Hummers."

Karla Comfort gave Powell basic instructions on what to include in the paint job. But in addition to the image of her son in
Dress Blues and the faces of the nine other Marines, there were several surprises. "He put a lot more on than I expected,"
she said. "I think my favorite part is the heaven scene."
On the left side of the vehicle, a detail of Marines are depicted carrying their fallen comrades through the clouds to their final
resting place. The American flag drapes across the hood, the words, "Semper Fi" crown the front windshield and the spare
tire cover carries the same Eagle Globe and Anchor design that her son had tattooed on his back.
"All the support I have been getting is wonderful," she said.
Karla Comfort decided to move back to her hometown of Portland, and making the cross-country trip from Arkansas was a
way for her to share her son's story. It's also her way of coping with the loss.
"Along the way I got nothing but positive feedback from people," she said. "What got to me was when people would salute
the guys (Marines). It's hard to look at his picture. I still cry and try to get used to the idea, but it's hard to grasp the idea that
he's really gone."

Rest in Peace Marines!
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The Chartridge Park Golf Club
Ryder Cup Invitational
September 24, 2006
Breakfast upon arrival – serving from 07:30. The first tee time is reserved for
08:30 for 6 matches of Four Ball Better Ball-Matchplay (3/4 difference from
lowest handicap, maximum handicap of 28). Upon completion of the match,
enjoy a barbecue upstairs in the clubhouse with big screen TV watching the final
Singles matches for the Ryder Cup at the K Club, before retiring back
downstairs for drinks at the bar and watching the conclusion on wide-screen TV.
Cost to visiting USA team is £20 for a breakfast and barbecue. The European
Team Members have kindly agreed to supply the green fee for the guests.
We need 11 US team members to join CPGC’s resident Yank, Bill English, as the
competition for the European side, consisting of current CPGC members.
USA team-Team Captain to be decided-Bill English (Sgt. USMC) with remaining
team members to be decided.
European Team-Mick Finn (England-Team Captain), Alan Rotman (EnglandTeam Vice Captain), Graham Griffiths (Wales-CPGC Captain), Derek Griffiths
(Wales), Brian Suttie (Scotland), Ron Slater (Scotland), John Murphy (Ireland),
Frank Nolan (Ireland-CPGC Vice Captain), Steve Baker (England), Sam Cooke
(South Africa), Colin Benefield (England), Paul Bruton (England)
Round of drinks on Bill English to celebrate his 53rd birthday.
We hope to make this an event to coincide with the Ryder Cup. £5 of the fee is to
be split between the Captain’s Charity at CPGC and the Wall of Remembrance
Memorial that the Marine Corps League, London Detachment 1088 is organizing
for the men of the Army and Navy that died in Exercise Tiger during World
War II at Slapton Sands, Devon, England.

For more information please contact Bill English at ENGLISHB@wyeth.com
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Anne Taylor presents John Philip to his new commander, Jr. Vice Commandant Terry Cooper. John
Philip is a comrade of Brig’s and represents a
Commissioned U.S. Marine Conductor. We have
named him in honor of John Philip Sousa who
composed the Marine Corps Hymn. Thank you
Anne for your outstanding work.

Welcome Aboard John Philip!

John Philip and Brig, Brothers in Arms, Together for Ever!
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Upcoming Events

Honorary Commandant:
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret)
31st Commandant of the Marine Corps
Det 1088 Commandant: Richard Peruscini
Sr. Vice Commandant: Bob Martin
Jr. Vice Commandant: Terry Cooper
Jr. Past Commandant: Mike Allen
Paymaster: Richard Peruscini
Judge Advocate: Larry Lewis
Adjutant:
Sgt. at Arms: Bill English
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell
PR Officer: Mike Allen
Youth Program Director: Bob Martin
Historian: Henrik Tress
Quartermaster: Frank Bradley

July 16 2006: BELGIAN REMEM
BRANCE PARADE; 10:15
London, Cenotaph.
July 18 2006: Detachment Meeting,
RMR Bermondsey; 19:30
Aug 5th-12th 2006: 83rd MCL Nation
Convention, Quincy, Boston, MA.
Sept 12th-14th 2006: Modern Day
Marine Expo, Quantico, VA; further
information at (703) 488 2700.
Sept 24 2006: Ryder Cup Friendly
at Chartridge Park Golf Club.
Nov 2006: 231st Marine Corps Ball,
MSG London — (Date of ball and
details to be confirmed).
Nov 2006: 231st Marine Corps Ball,
MCSB Menwith Hill, (Date of ball and
details to be confirmed).

For further details regarding any
Activity, please visit our Web Site at:
www.mcl-london-uk.org

The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923 and chartered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Det 1088 is one of the
few MCL detachments outside the America and is based in
London, drawing its membership from active duty, reserve,
retired and honourably discharged former US Marines now
living throughout the United Kingdom, Europe and America.
Det 1088 also has a strong associate membership drawn
from the Royal Marines Association as well as from other
suitably qualified individuals. Det 1088 actively seeks and
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applications; for further details, please use the contact details listed
on the front page.
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The Bulldog is published quarterly.
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. Deadline dates for article submission is as follows.

Spring: March 31,
Summer: June 30,
Autumn: September 30,
Winter: December 31.
All articles must be written and
submitted by the originator and not
copied from prior publications.
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Semper Fidelis

