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Commandant Terry L. Cooper presents to
Jr. Past Commandant Richard A. Peruscini, an
outstanding service award.
See Page 5

See the Lizzie
Palmer Video!
Page 8

.

Honorary New Associate
Member - John Fowler.
See Page 4 ..
Order Detachment Rugby Shirts!

Watch for updates on the forthcoming 3RD Annual Amateur
Ryder Cup in Devon.

See Page 20….
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to be
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Remembering our fallen Brothers,
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MCL London Detachment 1088,
Terry L. Cooper, Commandant,
detachment1088@mcl-london-uk.org

www.mcl-london-uk.org

Calendar - Page 2

Upcoming Events

Honorary Commandant:
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret)
31st Commandant of the Marine Corps

Jun. 29, 2008: The Spean Bridge Parade in
Fort William, Scotland.

Commandant: Terry L. Cooper
Sr. Vice Commandant: Bob Martin
Jr. Vice Commandant: Bill English
Judge Advocate: Terrell Parrish
Jr. Past Commandant: Richard A. Peruscini
Paymaster: Andrew Colquhoun
Sgt. at Arms: Paul Young
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell
Youth Program Director: Bob Martin
Quartermaster: Frank Bradley

Jun. 17, 2008: Detachment Annual General
Meeting, RMR Bermondsey; 19:15 for 19:30.
Aug. 2, 2008: The RM Demonstration Team
and CTCRM Band at the Rosebowl for a Pro
40 Cricket Match against Lancashire
Aug. 19, 2008: Detachment Meeting, RMR
Bermondsey; 19:15 for 19:30.
Sept. 13-14, 2008: 62nd Reunion weekend at
the Commando Training Centre (CTCRM).
Lympstone, Devon
Oct. 2008: Royal Marine Ball. TBA.
Oct. 21, 2008: Detachment Meeting, RMR
Bermondsey; 19:15 for 19:30.
Nov. 2008: MCL Det. 1088 4th Annual Golf
Tournament, MCL –v– RMA, TBA..
Nov. 2008: 233rd Marine Corps Ball
London, Menwith Hill, Washington, TBA.
Nov. 2008: RMA/MCL March Cenotaph,
London. TBA.
Dec. 2008: Christmas Events; Det 1088
Christmas Dinner; American Legion London,
RMA Canterbury, UK, Royal Para’s Maidstone, UK. TBA.

For further details regarding any
Activity, please visit our Web Site at:
www.mcl-london-uk.org

The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923 and chartered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Det 1088 is one of the
few MCL detachments outside the America and is based in
London, drawing its membership from active duty, reserve,
retired and honourably discharged former US Marines now
living throughout the United Kingdom, Europe and America.
Det 1088 also has a strong associate membership drawn
from the Royal Marines Association as well as from other
suitably qualified individuals. Det 1088 actively seeks and
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applications; for further details, please use the contact details listed
on the front page.
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Dear Members & Friends;
As our Annual General Meeting is soon approaching on Tuesday, June 17th, another year has flown by for
Detachment 1088. Our detachment has had so many successes this past year due to our great membership
and your never ending support.
Now as we meet and decide who will continue in the leadership of Detachment 1088, I would like to say that
I will again do my very best to continue to support our detachment as your Commandant if you so wish to
re-elect me for another year. Also Sr. Vice Commandant Bob Martin and Judge Advocate Terrell Parrish
have committed their continued support for their respective positions for another year. We do however need
to find a new Jr. Vice Commandant as Bill English has had to take on other responsibilities and unfortunately
will not be able to continue in his role.
I am sure that I also speak on behalf of my fellow colleagues that it has been a great honor to serve and
support our detachment and I am / we are very proud in doing so.
The year ahead has many wonderful events planned and we can continue to grow to be an outstanding
detachment of the Marine Corps League.
As membership is now at an all time high, I would like to ask everyone to continue with the outstanding
recruitment initiative so we can grow in numbers in which to do more and more for the betterment of our
members, Marine Corps League and our Marine Corps in general.
Last but definitely not least I would like to leave you with an outstanding promotional movie made for our
Marine Corps. This may be viewed at http://www.mcl-london-uk.org/No_Compromises2.wmv
Again, I would like to thank you for all your continued support.
All my very best and Semper Fi,
Terry
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Terry L. Cooper
Commandant
MCL – Detachment 1088
London, England
http://www.mcl-london-uk.org
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Marine Honor!
A transatlantic bond has led to holiday park owner John Fowler joining an elite Brotherhood,
the Marine Corps League. He is to become an Associate Honorary Member of the Marine
Corps League, with a presentation at the Ilfracombe Holiday Park, which was held Tuesday
13th May 2008. Marine Corps League, London Detachment 1088 Senior Vice Commandant
Bob Martin, explained how such an extraordinary circumstance had come about: "Because
of the bond of friendship formed when John supported the charity work of the Marine Corps
League and hosted the Amateur Ryder Cup and donated his time and effort to help us, we
feel he has become a brother. The Corps have such a thing as "A Band of Brothers" and it is
under this that we decided to invite John Fowler to become an Associate Honorary Member
"Mr. Fowler stated to me "This is a great honor as I realize this sort of award is seldom
granted"
Semper Fi,
Bob Martin
Sr. Vice Commandant
Detachment 1088
London, England
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Commandant Terry L. Cooper presents to
Jr. Past Commandant Richard A. Peruscini a commendation
for outstanding service as the prior Commandant along
with a English Tankard which is inscribed and reads,
Richard A. Peruscini
Commandant 6/2005 - 6/2007
MCL Detachment 1088
London, England
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The Blessing of the Marriage of Eddie and Ann Mill's

On Saturday 17th May 2008 at 15;30,I was invited to the Blessing of the Marriage of Chief Petty
Officer Eddie and Ann services. I was invited as my role as Sr. Vice Commandant of Marine
Corps League, Detachment 1088. Eddie and I, have known each other for a long time. We
worked together and ran the Sea Cadet's of Ilfracombe for quite a while. Eddie know helps to
run the Sea Cadet Unit at Bridgewater, Somerset.
The Service took place at the Parish Church of Saint Mary Bridgewater, we had many types of
uniforms on Parade, Royal Marines, Royal Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and members of his family.
Yours truly read the reading from the Bible during this service, a great honor for me and the
Marine Corps. The Reception was held at the Sea Cadets Bridgewater Unit, plenty of good
food and English ale.
As you can see, the Marine Corps League is being asked to more and more Public Appearance
in the South West, we are becoming well known in this area. I must thank Eddie and his Wife
Ann, for inviting me and the Marine Corps League to their Blessing. From the Heart of Devon,
will contact you soon,
Semper Fi,
Bob Martin
Sr. Vice Commandant
Detachment 1088
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THIS IS DEFINATELY WORTH WATCHING AND, MAX THE SCREEN
Film by a 15 year old Lizzie Palmer from Glenda
The following is the hottest thing on the internet and on Fox News today.
Lizzie Palmer who put this YouTube program together is 15 years
old. There have been several million hits as of today. Thank you Lizzie
from Detachment 1088 - London, England for a wonderful peace of work.
CLICK HERE or copy and paste the link into your web browser:

http://www.youtube.com/v/ervaMPt4Ha0&autoplay=1

Our Marines!
http://our.marines.com/?WT.mc_id=PR_026522_013509&WT.srch=1
The Silent Drill Team around the USA!
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Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers,
Rest in Peace Marines!

Faces of the Fallen:

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/fallen/branches/marines/
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From Left to Right: John Philip, Brig & Percy.
Anne Taylor will knit these little guys for you
on request at a special price of £75.00 each.
She can be reached at email: anne@annemarietaylor.force9.co.uk
Outstanding job Anne and thank you for your wonderful contribution.
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Zeebrugge 2008
‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning.
We will remember them.’
These words, the fourth stanza of Englishman Robert Laurence Binyon’s immortal poem ‘To the Fallen’, rang out across the hushed
silence of St James’ cemetery in Dover, Kent, England, on the morning of Friday 18th April 2008.
A small group of VIPs, Royal Marines Association members, Royal Marines, and Royal Marine bandsmen, paraded, with heads bowed
in silent reverence, on a sunny April morning on a small plateau in the cemetery to commemorate one of the most historic events in our
Corps history. The Zeebrugge Raid. It was hailed as one of the most daring and audacious raids of World War One.

‘That quiet corner in St James Cemetery, Dover, Kent, England.’
The Raid, a bold plan conceived by Rear Admiral Roger (Later to become Sir Roger) Keyes, was carried out on the night of 22nd/ 23rd
April 1918, some four years after Binyon’s poem was penned.
The 23rd April is St George’s day. (St George is the patron saint of England) and the raid was launched to coincide with that date.
It was an operation designed to ‘twist the Dragon’s tail’ and involved some 70 odd ships from beaten up warships to motor boats and
former Mersey ferry boats. The mission was to attack the port of Zeebrugge in German occupied Belgium and block it by sailing in three
old warships packed with explosives and blowing them up at the entrance to the Brugge canal, denying its use by the German Navy’s
destroyers and U Boats based in the city of Brugge.
The canal was the only access to the North sea for these vessels and Allied shipping had suffered heavy losses due to their activities over
the previous months.
In brief, the raid involved the landing, on Belgian soil, of the 4th Battalion Royal Marine Light Infantry, reinforced by Assault parties of
Royal Navy Bluejackets – Royal Navy ratings trained in close quarter combat.
Gunners from the Royal Marine Artillery formed many of the gun crews on the ships
Of the raiding fleet. (Both Royal Marines Light Infantry and Royal Marines Artillery were separate regiments at the time. They were
both amalgamated in 1923 to become the Royal Marine Corps)
The assault parties were to be landed on Zeebrugge Mole to silence the many German gun emplacements which were put there to protect
the port.
The mole was constructed to protect the port against the elements and the North Sea. It stretched from the Belgian coast outwards in a
wide right handed arc approx. one mile long. A solitary lighthouse on the end of the mole, marked the harbour entrance.
However in spite of courageous heroism above and beyond the call of duty, the raid was only a partial success due to a number of setbacks.
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Continued…...

The smokescreen, set up to cover the approach of the raiding ships, was blown away when the wind changed direction at the last minute.
Bad weather prevented the RAF from carrying out a bombing raid on the port to assist the attackers.
A random searchlight beam picked up the leading vessel, star shells lit up the sky and some 144 German coastal artillery batteries opened
up with a withering and devastating fire on the leading ships.
In the resulting confusion the assault parties of Royal Marines and Bluejackets were landed in the wrong location. In spite of the heavy
casualties inflicted on them during the approach to the port the Royal Marines & Bluejackets stormed ashore in true Naval tradition and
engaged the Germans in bitter hand to hand fighting.
Knives, weighted coshes and even old fashioned Naval Cutlasses were used in the bloody encounter that followed.
In just over an hour over 300 men of the 4th Battalion lay dead, dying or missing on the ships or on the Mole, along with countless numbers of Royal Navy personnel.
Two of the three blockade ships made the canal entrance and were blown up there. A submarine, the C3, also packed with explosive
reached the viaduct linking the Mole with the Belgian coast and was also blown up, severing the link between the two.
The raiding party then carried out a fighting retreat back to the ships and the raiding fleet, with many vessels badly damaged, limped
back to Dover port.
Many of the dead Royal Marines and Navy personnel who took part in the Raid were buried in St James cemetery, Dover, Kent, England.
Many of the unidentifiable dead were buried in St Donaaskirk churchyard, in Zeebrugge, Belgium.
As a mark of respect to their sheer guts, heroism and determination on that night, the 4th Battalion Royal Marines Light Infantry was
never formed again.
Eleven Victoria Crosses were awarded for outstanding bravery and heroism during the brief action. Rear Admiral Keyes received a
Knighthood from the King.
The 23rd April, St George’s Day was adopted as the Royal Marines Remembrance Day.
In recent years Royal Marines Associations from the City of London, Canterbury and Paddock Wood Branches have commemorated the
anniversary of the raid every year, on the weekend closest to the 23rd April.
Beginning in Dover on the Friday morning, a brief memorial service is held in St James cemetery, Dover, Kent, England. Afterwards the
RMA members and attached ranks travel over to Zeebrugge, Belgium for a weekend of parades, memorial services and functions at the
kind invitation of the Zeebrugge ‘Fest’ Committee and the people of Zeebrugge.
This year, 2008, was different. It was the 90th anniversary of the Raid.

Standards are lowered as ‘The Last Post’ is played by Royal Marine Buglers.
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A number of VIP guests accompanied the RMA this year, including His Excellency, Lieutenant General Sir R.G. Fulton KBE, Commander in Chief and Governor of Gibraltar.
Lt Gen.Fulton R.M. is the first ‘Bootneck!’ Or Royal Marine to be placed in charge of the ‘Rock’ in over 300 years, since its capture
by Royal Marines and Dutch Marines in 1704, during the war of the Spanish Succession (1702 to1713.)
Gibraltar is the only named battle honour of the Corps (It appears on our cap badge)
The other battle honours are represented by the Globe (Also on our Cap badge) since the Corps has too many battle honours to be
named individually.
Lt Gen Fulton was accompanied by his wife and during the course of the weekend other VIPs including the UK military attaché to the
Hague in Holland, the Mayors of Dover and the City of Brugge with other local dignitaries from the Brugge and Zeebrugge port, joined
the commemoration services.

Sir R G Fulton, C in C and Governor of Gibraltar, addresses the assembled ranks.
At this year’s service in the cemetery, wreaths were laid, the Royal Marines prayer read out, the Last Post played and finally Reveille
echoed across the wooded hillside and above the heads of the assembled ranks.
The RMA then climbed aboard their coach, drove to Dover port and boarded the 1240 hrs, P & O ferry for the port of Calais in France.
Once on board the members were given the VIP treatment and travelled ‘Club Class’ with champagne in abundance, and a finger buffet. The traditional ‘Tot’ of ‘Nelsons Blood!’ a very strong Navy Neaters rum did the rounds of all present.
After disembarking in Calais the RMA party were driven to Zeebrugge, Belgium where they disembarked their coach and dispersed to
their allocated hotels.
A Dinner had been arranged for them in the Falstaff restaurant on Zeebrugge. Zeedijk. The dinner was attended by the VIP guests, the
Zeebrugge Fest committee and the RMA party of course.
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Continued…...

Members of Canterbury Branch RMA raise their glasses to absent friends
and comrades on board the P & O ferry to France.

This cake was baked by the Falstaff restaurant to commemorate the 90th Anniversary.
On Saturday morning, the 19th April, the RMA party formed up under the watchful eyes of regular Royal Marine Drill Instructors and
marched down the Zeedijk with the Belgian Navy Band, a Belgian Navy Guard of honour and various Belgian ex service Associations,
to the Zeebrugge memorial.
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Continued…...

The Zeebrugge Memorial, The Zeedijk, Zeebrugge, Belgium.

Belgian Navy Band marches down the Zeedijk

The Belgian Navy Guard of Honour

A remembrance service was held at the memorial, with wreaths laid, the Corps Prayer read. The Last Post followed by Reveille was
also played by the four Royal Marine

Last Post is sounded on the Zeedijk
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Continued…...

The units then moved to Fishermans Cross overlooking Zeebrugge port for a short service and the unveiling of a plaque to commemorate the Raid.
Fishermans Cross is a quiet corner of the port set aside for reflection and remembrance for those Belgian sailors who have lost their
lives at sea over the past number of years.
It was considered an appropriate place for a memorial plaque as it overlooked the one remaining part of the original Mole, stormed by
the 4th Battalion 90 years previously.
This remaining part of the original mole is now preserved by the port in memory of the Raid.

Fishermans Cross,
Port of Zeebrugge, Belgium.

The Memorial Plaque in right of photo
with the original ‘Mole’ behind it.

When the Plaque ceremony was over the RMA party and VIPs were driven to the City of Brugge under a police escort for a reception
in the town hall.
A welcoming speech by the Mayor of Brugge was followed by light refreshments including large quantities of the local beer! Brugge
‘Zot’ In Flemish this means Brugge fool!
The saying goes that if you drink enough of it, that’s how you end up!
After the reception the RMA party were free to explore the city and sample its hospitality.
They returned to Zeebrugge later that evening with the usual police escort., where a small number of ‘fools’ had to be escorted to their
rooms and put to bed by their shipmates!
On Sunday 20th April the RMA party assembled outside their respective hotels with suitcases and baggage packed and boarded their
coach.
The coach drove in to Zeebrugge and the party disembarked outside St Donaaskirk for the final day of the Zeebrugge weekend.
A Commemoration service was held in the church, and a memorial service in the churchyard at the graves of the fallen.
The churchyard holds the remains of those dead Royal Marines and Naval ratings who could not be identified after the raid.
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Continued…...

St Donaaskirk, Zeebrugge, Belgium. (The graves can just be seen in the foreground)

‘A quiet corner of a foreign field that will be forever England’ – graves of the fallen
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Continued…...

The RMA party form up, accompanied by an ex Foreign
Legionnaire (in the foreground) who wished to remain
anonymous.

The Last post is sounded.

After the church services the RMA party, accompanied by many local ex Belgian service Associations, marched off, with standards
flying, behind the local Zeebrugge band, through the streets to Keyes square for a brief memorial service.
Finally the marching party moved to Zeebrugge Town hall for a reception with speeches, prize giving and copious quantities of Brugge
‘Zot’!
The local Zeebrugge schools hold a yearly competition amongst their pupils to find out which boy and which girl can write the most
informative account of the Raid.
The participants have to work their way through some thirty pages of information in connection with that event..
The two winners are awarded their prizes at the Zeebrugge Town hall ceremony on the Sunday.

The RMA step off with Standards flying.
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Marching in to Keyes Square, Zeebrugge
with ‘cyclist’ escort!

Royal Marine bandsmen give an impromptu display
outside Zeebrugge Town Hall

The author (left) with ex Belgian Special Forces and
‘D’ Day veteran ‘Burt’ (centre) and Mike Russell,
(right) Vice Chairman RMA Canterbury Branch.
After the reception the RMA party moved to a local restaurant for a final meal with their Belgian friends and then on to their coach for
the ferry home.
Many long and lasting friendships have been built up over the years between the Royal Marines Association and the people of Zeebrugge.
The hospitality and generosity of our hosts is infinite. However, although many a good time is had by all concerned, the objective of the
Zeebrugge weekend is never lost.
‘At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them.’
Roger (Tiny) Payne Royal Marines Association Canterbury Branch
& Det 1088 Associate member.
Ack: ‘Royal Marines Commando’ by James D Ladd.
Various internet sources including ‘Wikipedia’
Photographs taken by M. Spragg – RMA Canterbury Branch
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Detachment 1088 Rugby Shirts available to order!
Detachment 1088 Rugby Shirts are now available to order! They are of the finest quality – made from 100% heavy cotton
with a taped collar and rubber buttons. The shirts are a solid colour, available is short and long sleeve, with the Detachment 1088 logo embroidered onto the left breast.
Anyone ordering a men’s 3XL shirt will need to choose from white, navy or black; all

Men’s Shirts
Size (Chest to fit)

Price

royal blue, burgundy, emerald green, black, sky blue and purple. The ladies’ shirts are

Small (32/34)

£30 / €45 / $60

available in fuchsia, lilac, sky blue, navy and pink. To order your shirt, please send an

Medium (36/38)

£30 / €45 / $60

Large (40/42)

£30 / €45 / $60

XL (44/46)

£30 / €45 / $60

you would like your order to be delivered to. You then need to send a cheque, payable

2XL (48)

£31 / €47 / $62

to “MCL London Det 1088 to Andrew Colquhoun, 59 Oakington Avenue, Little Chalfont,

3XL (50)

£32 / €48 / $65

other sizes are available in the following colours: red, bottle green, navy, gold, white,

email to rugbyshirts@mcl-london-uk.org.uk with the quantities, sizes and colours you
wish to order. A confirmation email will then be sent back to you to confirm that we
have your order. Please be sure to include your full name and postal address of where

Buckinghamshire, HP6 6SX”. Please refer to the table for sizes and prices. ———>

Women’s Shirts
Size UK size
(Chest to fit)

Price

X Small 8 (30)

£30 / €45 / $60

Small 10 (32)

£30 / €45 / $60

Medium 12 (34)

£30 / €45 / $60

Large 14 (36)

£30 / €45 / $60

XL 16-18 (38)

£30 / €45 / $60

To cover the postage costs, please add for each shirt ordered £5 for shirts mailed to a UK or European address and $10 for
shirts mailed to a USA address. Once Andrew has received your cheque for payment, the order will be placed with our suppliers. In order to keep the costs down, we will be looking to place orders in batches of twenty. Due to the individuality and
number of combinations of shirts, we do not keep shirts in stock but place orders as they come in. These shirts are fantastic, they look and feel great and will be a hard wearing addition to any wardrobe. Don’t delay, order yours today!

The Bulldog is published quarterly.
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. Deadline dates for article submission is as follows.

Spring: March 31,
Summer: June 30,
Autumn: September 30,
Winter: December 31.
All articles must be written and
submitted by the originator and not
copied from prior publications.
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Semper Fidelis

A Proud Sponsor of Marine Corps League
Detachment 1088 - London, England

Cooper Advanced Technologies – CAT
Where the future is now!
Working together to keep our world safe!
Tel: [+001] 877-GOTO-CAT
[+001] 877-468-6228

http://www.catech.com
cat@catech.com
security@catech.com

Semper Fidelis

