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Calendar - Page 2 

Remembering our fallen Brother, 
Royal Marine Ben Gamman  

     
    December 24, 1925 —  

December 20, 2006   
 

Rest in Peace Ben!  

Detachment Executives  
invite  UK  Royal Marine 
Association members to 
join US Marine Corps 

League, Detachment  1088. 

Commandant Richard A. Peruscini &  
Jr. Vice Commandant Terry L. Cooper  

receive the Freedom of the City of London award. 

See Next Issue 

See Page 15 

Amateur Ryder 
Cup at Ilfracombe 

Golf Club 
planned for No-
vember 3rd and 

4th 2007.   

See full story on Page 3…... 

    Remembering our fallen Brother,                 
                                  
 
 
 

Rest in Peace Colin! 
 
 
 

See Pages 11…..                                                          

See Page 5…... 

Searching for lost Comrades, Page 14... 



 

 
 

Honorary Commandant:  
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret) 
 31st Commandant of the Marine Corps 

 
Det 1088 Commandant: Richard Peruscini    

Sr. Vice Commandant: Bob Martin 
Jr. Vice Commandant: Terry Cooper 

Jr. Past Commandant: Mike Allen 
Paymaster: Richard Peruscini 
Judge Advocate: Larry Lewis 

Adjutant:  
Sgt. at Arms: Bill English 
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell  
PR Officer: Mike Allen 

Youth Program Director: Bob Martin 
Historian: Henrik Tress 

Quartermaster: Frank Bradley 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923 and char-
tered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Det 1088 is one of the 
few MCL detachments outside the America and is based in 
London, drawing its membership from active duty, reserve, 
retired and honourably discharged former US Marines now 
living throughout the United Kingdom, Europe and America. 
Det 1088 also has a strong associate membership drawn 
from the Royal Marines Association as well as from other 
suitably qualified individuals. Det 1088 actively seeks and 
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applica-
tions; for further details, please use the contact details listed 
on the front page. 

 

 

 
 

Apr. 17, 2007: Detachment Meeting, 
     RMR Bermondsey; 19:00 for 19:30. 

 
Jul. 10, 2007: Detachment Annual  
     General Meeting,  
     RMR Bermondsey; 19:00 for 19:30 
 
Aug. 4th & 5th, 2007:  Slapton Sands  
     Bar-B-Q, Memorial Fundraiser,  
     Parade 11:00-18:00  
 
Aug. 5 - 11, 2007:  MCL 84th National 
Convention; Albuquerque NM. 
 
Oct, 2007:  Royal Marine Ball. TBA 
 
Nov. 3rd & 4th, 2007: Slapton Sands  
     Golf Tournament, TBA. 
 
Nov.  2007: 232nd Marine Corps Ball 
     London, Menwith Hill, Washington.  
     TBA 
 
Nov. 11th, 2007: RMA March Cenotaph,  
     London. TBA 
 
Dec. 2007: Christmas Events, RMA 
Canterbury, Para’s Maidstone.  TBA 

 
For further details regarding any  

Activity, please visit our Web Site at:  
www.mcl-london-uk.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
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One of the oldest surviving traditional ceremonies still in existence today was awarded to Terry Lee 
Cooper and Richard Allen Peruscini by the City of London, England.  This is the granting of the Free-
dom of the City of London.  It is believed that the first Freedom was presented in 1237. 
 
The honorary freedom is the highest honor the Corporation of London can bestow and is usually re-
served for royalty, statesmen, philanthropists and leaders of the armed forces. Recipients of the honor-
ary freedom have included: Lord Nelson, The Duke of Wellington; David Livingstone; Florence Nightin-
gale; Lord Baden Powell; Sir Winston Churchill; Earl Attlee; Baroness Margret Thatcher, Nelson Man-
dela, Ulysses S. Grant, Cheri Blair, Theodor Roosevelt, Helmut Kohl just to mention a few. The honor-
ary freedom is presented at a special meeting of the Court of Common Council presided over by the 
Lord Mayor.  
 
The oath is as follows: "I do solemnly swear that I will be good and true to our Sovereign Lady Queen 
Elizabeth the Second; that I will be obedient to the Mayor of this City; that I will maintain the Franchises 
and Customs thereof, and will keep this City harmless, in that which in me is; that I will also keep the 
Queen's Peace in my own person; that I will know no Gatherings nor Conspiracies made against the 
Queen's Peace, but I will warn the Mayor thereof, or hinder it to my power; and that all these points and 
articles I will well and truly keep, according to the Laws and Customs of this City, to my power." 
 
Congratulations Richard & Terry!                    Semper Fi…….. 
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Marine Reservists Involuntarily Recalled Associated Press  |  March 27, 2007WASHINGTON - The Marine 
Corps is recalling 1,800 reservists to active duty, citing a shortage of volunteers to fill some jobs in Iraq 

Members of the branch's Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) will get letters this week notifying them of plans to 
mobilize them involuntarily for a year, said Lt. Col. Jeff Riehl of Marine manpower and reserve affairs. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates last week approved the action, under which reservists would report for duty 
in October and deploy to Iraq early next year, Riehl said. 

From the 1,800 called, officials hope to get 1,200 Marines for aviation maintenance, logistics support, combat 
arms and several other skills needed for the early 2008 rotation into Iraq. 

The ready reserves are service members who have left active duty but still have time remaining on their eight-
year military obligations. Generally, Marines enlist for four years, then serve another four either in the regular 
Reserves, where they are paid and train periodically, or in the IRR, in which they do not drill but can be invol-
untarily recalled. 

President Bush last July authorized the recall from the Marine IRR of up to 2,500 at one time. Like the Army, 
the Marines have had to call considerably larger numbers of people to get the number they want, because 
some don't pass muster and others ask for deferments, delays or exemptions due to family issues, medical rea-
sons and other issues. 

This is the second call-up under Bush's order. The Marines in December called 150 in search of 100 people 
with infantry, logistics, communications and other skills, though they only ended up with 69. They are de-
ploying in July. 

There are about 60,000 Marines in the IRR, but the Corps has decided to exempt from call-up those who are 
either in their first year or last year of reserve status. As a result, the pool of available Marines is about 
25,000, said Maj. Steven O'Connor, a Marine Corps spokesman. 

Riehl said a plan to increase the Marine Corps' overall size could eventually help erase future shortfalls. 



 

 
The Amateur Ryder Cup, scheduled to take place at Ilfracombe Golf Club, Devon over the weekend 

of the 3rd and 4th of November, 2007 is continuing to grow into an ever more special event.  With Bob 
Martin’s (Senior Vice-Commandant) sterling efforts, the competition will be one that all the participants can 
look back on with fond memories and a certain 
pride that they were part of a special occasion 
that gathered a wide range of supporters with 
an even wider range of golfing ability: all in the 
name of a memorial for over 700 men who 
died in WWII!  Although this event is primarily 
to raise funds for the Slapton Sands Memorial 
that the Marine Corps League Detachment 
1088 in London is organising, there will be 
friendly competition and enjoyable 
camaraderie in various social events to build 
an even stronger Esprit de Corps among all 
manner of participants, military and civilian!   

 
Currently we have commitments of 24 

team members, 12 for both the European and 
American teams.  Each participant has 
committed to £100 to compete and partake of 
the social events.   
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Continued next page 



  
Of that £100, £48 is for the two 

days green fee at Ilfracombe, £25 for 
a team hat and shirt with Ryder Cup 
logo, and £9.20 for brunch for both 
days play provided by Ilfracombe 
Golf Club.  The remaining funds from 
the £100 will be used as charity 
donations to the Captains’ Charities 
for Chartridge Park Golf Club and 
Ilfracombe Golf Club of £50 each and 
the remainder for the Slapton Sands 
Memorial.  We have also arranged 
for a number of auction items such 
as: 1 day loan of Sir John Mills Rolls 
Royce, a number of second-hand 
Compaq Laptops supplied by Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals and reconditioned 
by myself, a 3 year subscription to 
the “Navy News” magazine, a Marine 
Corps League Rugby shirt, 2 Targus laptop carry cases, and yet to be determined prizes offered by 
Basilica, Ltd.  This particular part of the weekend is growing daily and we hope to gather plenty of cash for 
the memorial.  I would also like to express my sincere thanks to all of the providers of the auction prizes for 
their generosity. 

 
I would also like to make a special thanks to the generosity of John Fowler of John Fowler Holidays 

for sponsoring us with the Holiday caravans at Sandaway Beach Holiday Park beginning on November 2nd 
1900hrs.  We may have to manage the bar ourselves on the honour system, but will confirm this closer to 
the time.  I’ll also try to confirm when we can actually book into the caravans.  This confirmed with: Sue 
Embleton, Personal Assistant to the Directors, John Fowler Holidays, 01271 866 666. 

 
So, as you can see, we are really striding forward to make the 2nd Amateur Ryder Cup an even 

more successful event than our first.  More information to follow. 
 
Semper Fi 
 
Bill English 
Sergeant at Arms 
Marine Corps League, Detachment 1088, London 
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The top 10 Golfer - Caddy banter! 

 
# 10 -- Golfer: "Think I'm going to drown myself in the lake." 

Caddy: "Think you can keep your head down that long?" 
  

# 9 -- Golfer: "I'd move heaven and earth to break 100 on this course." 
Caddy: "Try heaven, you've already moved most of the earth." 

  
# 8 -- Golfer: "Do you think my game is improving?" 

Caddy: "Yes sir, you miss the ball much closer now." 
  

# 7 -- Golfer: "Do you think I can get there with a 5 iron?" 
Caddy: "Eventually." 

  
# 6 -- Golfer: "You've got to be the worst caddy in the world." 

Caddy: "I don't think so sir. That would be too much of a coincidence." 
  

# 5 -- Golfer: "Please stop checking your watch all the time. It's too much of a distraction." 
Caddy: "It's not a watch - it's a compass." 

  
# 4 -- Golfer: "How do you like my game ?" 

Caddy: "Very good sir, but personally, I prefer golf." 
  

# 3 -- Golfer: "Do you think it's a sin to play on Sunday?" 
Caddy: "The way you play, sir, it's a sin on any day." 

  
# 2 -- Golfer: "This is the worst course I've ever played on." 

Caddy: "This isn't the golf course. We left that an hour ago." 
  

And the # 1 Best Caddy Comment..... 
  

Golfer: "That can't be my ball, it's too old." 
Caddy: "It's been a long time since we teed off, sir 

7 

 

Continued…... 



  

8 

Not Just a Cop! 
By 
Nick G. Summers 
Life Member MCL and Member Det 1088 
 
In 1960 my sister emigrated to the US and started what can only be described as a Love Affair with the USA for me. It has 
been tested by various international events and by wars or conflicts and arguments between myself and others around me. 
Along the way, I have been to the US a total of 23 times covering 45 States meeting friends and others; Government high 
ranking officials; city cops, federal agents and a few or not so few, members of the US Armed Forces. This liaison has 
continued to this very day and is strong as ever, despite obstacles placed in the way. 
 
I have always had a knack of dreaming up new ideas either by driving a very high speed car and having it covered by the 
Ford Motor Company to be a "police car" for a week so that myself and 2 friends and colleagues could drive it nationwide 
to raise funds for charity or dreaming of doing something different for the USN and Marines. However, before I reached 
that day, I started to "get involved" in a way that started no where and became a personal PR company as such.  
 
Instead of waiting for US police colleagues and fellow members of the International Police Association arrive in the UK 
for a visit, I thought of doing for the US Navy something they could never have obtained no matter how long they were 
posted to Cincusnaveur. It started in 1991 with a call to a friend in the USAF based at High Wycombe, then being directed 
to the Embassy and finally to the PAO Lt at N. Audley Street. His name was Jack Papp and the son of a New Jersey Sher-
iff as I later ascertained. I asked him about the USS Doyle and when was it due into the UK for a visit with NATO Forces. 
Needless to say, he would not tell me immediately until he could verify some matters. I gave him enough to check via 
Scotland Yard and later he called me at home. He kept on and on about "this is an open line" as if I cared! Eventually he 
gave me a date but not where or the time. I called a friend, he called another and I called Jack back stating: day, date, time, 
place, phone for the ship and the extensions for the CPO's. I remember him saying clearly, "how the hell did you find that 
out?" and I said, "well, remembering that we are on an open line I am not sure I should tell you!!" and we both laughed 
but basically, I said, "I am a cop, you give me a clue, I'll get the answer" and I did. Eventually the USS Doyle reached 
London from Scotland and I went to meet an old old friend who was on board as a CPO with 30 years service! We toured 
London and I showed him places he had only read about. 
 
That got me thinking and then I contacted Jack again and asked if he'd like to go out to places. He did and I met the family 
eventually and his daughter was born here. I also met his boss: Chuck D. Connor (Ret) Capt USN PAO Chief and to this 
day, Chuck and I are firm friends always meeting for lunch or dinner when I am back. I started with just a few here and 
there and eventually got to hear of other departments who'd be interested in seeing The Tower of London; Police School at 
Hendon including how police are trained to drive at high speeds with one family, Lt F.Jay Fox from the DoD in the Em-
bassy  

 Nick Summers,  
Constable New London Scotland Yard and   

Detachment member at his office serving to protect! 
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actually getting a ride in a car with an instructor! What a bonus that was.  I took a lot of Navy personnel to a lot of other Government ven-
ues and in turn, met a huge number of people a lot of which are personal friends now: Dennis R. Neutze, Capt JAG (Ret) and he is a Law-
yer for a US firm here in London; Adm "Mike" Boorda who tragically lost his life; Chaplain Vince Carroll Capt (Ret); Adm. Bill; Ambas-
sador Phil Lader; Senators and Congressmen; Adm Bill Crowe but as the Ambassador and that was at the official residency at Virginia 
Water at a 4th July party; Special Agents with the FBI and a member of the CIA; Capt Tom Randall JAG who is now Chief Lawyer at 
NATO HQ in Belguim; John L.Sullivan, US Secret Service Attaché. I have even had a visit to the USS George Washington when the ship 
docked 4 miles off the South Coast of the UK when it weighed anchor for the D-Day celebrations in June 1994 and there personally met 
Capt Robert G. Sprigg. On board I was escorted by Lt. William Brickhill III whose roots are in the UK way back and I have stayed with 
him too since in the States and we still, to this day, communicate and he is now a Commander in Tennessee. I have also seen the US Secret 
Service Museum on G. St NW, DC and that IS a place to see! Remember when the Tail-Hook incident happened? I have seen and read the 
investigation and was around when some unfortunate Admirals lost their jobs as a result of that incident. The friends I have made would 
fill this page and more and in fact does, in my autobiography. The places I have seen; events I have witnessed and all those really wonder-
ful great friends both Stateside and now here make being in love with the USA even more meaningful.  
 
I have personally met Mr. Presidents Bill Clinton and George Bush (Snr) and have signed pictures with them on my Love-Me-Wall! I have 
toured the White House twice; been inside Federal, State and City Jails and been on programs and seen more than the average. I have done 
ride-along, been out with police helicopters and marine units. The list is almost endless. 
 
Then one day in early 1994 I met a very young 2nd Lt from the Marine Corps: Perry F. Townsend Jr. He had been assigned to Chuck Con-
nor's team in setting up the D-Day celebrations and when we met, we hit it off immediately. That one meeting ended up with him and me 
out almost every weekend going everywhere. When he finally left one Friday for Quantico we always promised to remain in touch but lit-
tle did he know how quick the next meeting would be. On the Monday I flew to family in Virginia and by Tuesday lunchtime we met 
again. We have remained good friends ever since and when he was posted to Okinawa we kept in contact by post; then it was marriage 
time in Woodbridge, VA and I was invited; then a long weekend about 2 years later at Camp Lejeune and by now he was a Captain; then 
he went to Oceanside, CA to live and was based at Camp Pendleton and I stayed there for a week in 2004 when he had decided to call it a 
day, resigned, having secured a civilian job working for who else? the Marine Corps. He now resides in South Riding, VA with his wife 
Joanne and their son Dylan and we will all meet again this coming December 2006 when after 10 years waiting, we now have our Green 
Cards. I have had my US bank account for about 10 years and my VA driver's license as long. 
 

The personal PR "job" I started ended in 1998. During that time I took over 4,000 US citizens from all walks of life and varying ranks to 
various places of interest in London.  

 
The charity fund raising events for the Navy-Marine Corps ended in 2005 but all the friendships live on and more being made regularly. 
 
As I look back over the last few years, the motto of the IPA - Servo per Amikeco meaning Service through Friendship - lives on and 
equally, the Marine's motto of Semper Fidelis - Always Faithful - are almost entwined.  
 
I was once admonished for using the term Semper Fidelis as a lowly Associate Member but now I say it loud and clear at the end of this 
insight of "Not Just a Cop" especially now I have just commenced my 33rd year as a police officer. 
 
SEMPER FIDELIS  
 
Nick G. Summers 
1st Associate Member of Det 1088 

Continued…... 
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Dear "Bulldog " 
  
                   We meet again in April of 2006 when I started a fund for the Memorial at Slapton Sands, Devon, Eng-
land.  This is my story so far.......... 
  
                    I met with the Directors of the Tank, Mr. John Casson, Mr. Steve Mutton, Mr. Dean Small (son of Mr. Ken 
Small, the founder of the Tank).  We all spent the weekend together and found that we all had one thing in common, that 
is to make a proper monument to these American Dead.  I then went home and made my "War Plans" for I knew that I 
would receive a lot of " flack " from across the pond. 
  
                   Last year Past Commandant Helen Hicks and Mr. John Bigwood came to England for a visit. She was great 
and everyone who met her found her to be an intelligent and warm hearted woman.  When we suggested to her a visit to 
the site of Slapton Sands after a hard day's work, she jumped at the opportunity.  So off we went and two and half hours 
later we reached Slapton Sands where it was windy, raining and very cold and where we stood in the rain and listened to 
the Directors tell us about the Memorial and what they needed. 
  
                   We were then taken to a nice friendly warm pub for dinner.  After dinner Madam Hicks gave a small after din-
ner talk and approached the subject of the Memorial saying she would talk to the concerned parties and see what they 
could do.  We know she did talk to a lot of people but as of today nothing has been heard from anyone, not from the Ma-
rines, the Navy or the Army, no one. 
  
                   I would like to personally send a "THANK YOU " to her for her help.  You are the spirit of the Marine 
Corps.  They did not forget the forgotten dead of Slapton Sands, Devon, England. 
  
                  Now I have asked help from the British people to build the Memorial to the American Dead what a situation I 
find myself in. 
  
                  We have a good friend as Patron to the Fund, Gen. Jonathan L. Dunkerley, who is helping us to raise the 
money for the Memorial. 
  
                  This year we are putting on some events that you who live in Britain might like to attend.  They are:- 
  
                               1)  Anniversary Memorial Service, Sunday April 29th 2007 at  
                                    Slaptons Sands.  Time and Church to be announced. 
  
                               2)  Fund Raising BBQ, 4th and 5th August 2007 with 
                                    Military Band, British Legion Standards, Marine Corps League 
                                    Detachment 1088 Members, 1940's Military Vehicles. 
  
                               3)  Amateur Ryder Cup Golf Match, 3rd and 4th November 
                                    Ilfracombe, North Devon 
                                    Sponsors:- 
                                              
         John Fowlers Holidays -  Accommodation for 30 people 
                                              Marine Corps League, Detachment 1088 -  Food. 
                                              Basilica - 16 Major Prizes for Auction 
                                              John Casson - one Major Prize 
  
                  So, to all my readers of  "The Bulldog" please reach deep into your pockets for your money to help build this 
Memorial for the young American boys who died and were then forgotten.  Please help build this Memorial to the 946 
American souls left behind. 
  

             " THE FORGOTTEN DEAD " 
  

                  Bob Martin 
                Sr. Vice Commandant 
                    Detachment 1088 

                Marine Corps League 
                   London, England 
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MSgt Colin D. Broussard, USMC Retired 
 

 
   MSgt Colin Broussard USMC served as a member of the Ambassador Graham Martin's Per 
   sonal Security Unit in Saigon, Republic of Vietnam during the Fall of Saigon, officially known  
   as 'Operation Frequent Wind'.   During 'Operation Frequent Wind' MSgt (then SSgt) Broussard  
   was assigned as an escort and driver for Ambassador Graham Martin.  He left South Vietnam  
   at the side of Ambassador Martin on the third chopper out. 
 
   SSgt Colin Broussard, Ambassador Martin's Bodyguard - Call Sign:  RAM 
 
   Personal Protective Security Unit (PPSU) Story 
   Personal Protective Security Unit (PPSU) House 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   Later, he became a career recruiter for the United States Marine Corps.  His exceptional service 
   in this difficult task allowed the Marine Corps to recover from its post-Vietnam nadir.  The  
   young men and women MSgt Broussard recruited into the Marine Corps in the late 1970's  
   through the 1980's now form the Staff NCO ranks of the Marine Corps we are all so proud of  
   today. 
 
   MSgt Colin Broussard, 12th 
Marine Corps District Contact 
Team Leader 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rest of the Ambassador Martins' PPSU Detail that served with 
Jim Daisy minus Paul Gozgit and Clem Seguara 

Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers, 
Rest in Peace Marine!       
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   He rejoined the Corps as a civilian in 1996 after six years in corporate America.  He was looking  
   for the camaraderie and meaning available only in that elite fighting force.  He got it.  His  
   accomplishments were many and varied - but generally revolved around helping recruiters in the  
   field.  He connected recruiting to training to the fleet in ways never dreamed of before.  His  
   work is now integrated into the fabric of the Corps - and always will be. 
 
   5thCivDiv Colin Broussard, CISD Programmer/Analyst, MCRD San Diego/Western Recruiting  
   Region. 
 
 
 

   
Colin passed away in December 2006 - Rest in Peace Marine 

  

 
 

 
 
   Let us not forget that a man is not necessarily his work.  Here is a photo of Colin at his  
   daughter's wedding.  It was a beautiful ceremony.  His daughter, Kelly, and son in law, Jesse,  
   had a child in 2005.  His name is Conner.  Colin doted over him like any grandparent does… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   I don't know if Colin would approve, but I have an odd sense of humor that he dealt with rather well.  That's SSgt Rahn on  
   Colin's left.  A great Marine - both militarily and technically.  And, I couldn't figure out how to chop the sod on Colin's left - any  
   help out there.  Obviously, I am not a Marine - and was not there for Operation Frequent Wind.  Somehow Colin got along with  
   me though.   And another, um, 

Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers, 
Rest in Peace Marine!       
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Dear Fellow Marines -  
 
Please see attached info regarding the Sgt. Eric McColley Scholarship 
of Honor Award. Any assistance you can give in establishing this 
award would be greatly appreciated. 
  
Semper Fi! 
 
Stan Clark 
Gettysburg, PA 
  

http://www.briansjourney.com/soh_main.html 
 

Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers, 
Rest in Peace Marines!       



 

Get Well Soon Mike! 

 
 

I just got out of the hospital, after a long illness followed by 2 emergency surgeries, with many com-
plications.  Murphy's Law was operating everywhere, it seems.  I was in the hospital for over a 
month, and I still have complications to resolve, and probably more surgery. 

Resting at home right now, waiting to see how things develop, in regard to the need for further sur-
gery.  So far things look good, and I feel fine, so we're cautiously optimistic, as the saying goes.   
  
That would be great if you could make a special mention of me at the next Marine Corps League 
Detachment 1088 meeting in London.  I would love to be there, but I'm afraid I will need to remain in 
the inactive mode for a couple months yet.  But I will definitely stay in touch.   
  
It's amazing how much being a Marine helped me, to keep happy and positive, throughout all this 
ordeal and torture.  Good old Parris Island training.  We're so lucky to be Marines!  You can tell 
them that at the detachment meeting, if you want, that I said that.  Thank God we're Marines! 
  
Semper Fi 
 
Mike Wargo 
  
Send your best wishes to Mike at  michael_wargo@hotmail.com 
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Trying to locate James B. Reilly and other Marines who were at 
CINCNELM, 7 N. Audley in the 50's. The detachment was at 32 El-
vaston Place, SW7 in those days. 
Thanks. 
 
Michael Downend 
 
Casa Karina 
Calle Constitucion 450 
Col. Emiliano Zapata 
Puerto Vallarta, Jal., MX 48380 

Searching for lost Comrades…... 
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Rest In Peace Ben! 
 
Ben Gamman:  Born 24/12/1925.  Died 20/12/2006. 
 
Our RM brother Ben Gamman succumbed to a terminal illness and ‘crossed 
the bar’ at the end of  December 2006. 
Ben was a loyal member of the Royal Marines Association, Canterbury Branch and an Associate member and 
staunch supporter of Det 1088, Marine Corps League. 
Ben, was born in the London Borough of Lambeth, and left school at an early age to join the Post Office (now 
the Royal Mail) as a boy. 
It was WW2 and Britain was at war with Germany. 
Ben, eager to serve his country, joined the Royal Marines as soon as he was old enough. 
He was 17 years of age. 
 
 

   
                                  BEN GAMMAN 
 
PO/X.118733 Marine First Class Gamman joined the Depot RM Lympstone, as it was known then, on  4th 
March 1943 to commence his training. 
He specialized as a Coxswain (CO) and served in HBL RM Training Group and various ships/establishments 
during the war years. 
He passed for Corporal in October 1943 and was eventually promoted in February 1945. Ben was discharged 
from the Royal Marines with an excellent service record on 12th August 1946. 
However Ben was far from finished with the Royal Marines and joined the Royal Marine Forces Volunteer 
Reserve on 15th February 1949 in the City of London as a Marine First Class. 
He was one of the early members of the RMFVR which was formed in 1949. 
In later years it became the RMR (Royal Marines Reserve). The name it is known as today. 
Whilst in the RMFVR Ben was awarded three Good Conduct stripes and eventually the RMFVR Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal in October 1957. 
He was discharged at the end of his engagement on 14th February 1962 with the rank of Colour Sergeant. 
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After his discharge from the Royal Marines and war service in 1946 Ben rejoined the Post Office and stayed 
with them until his retirement in 1986. He received the Imperial Service medal from that organisation for his 
44 years service with them. 
He fitted his RMFVR commitments of training weekends and annual camps around his Post Office job. 
He worked extremely hard both on and off duty. 
During his service with the Post office Ben was working as part of the ‘travelling Post Office’ and was in-
volved in, and survived the Harrow Train crash of 8th October 1952. 
This Rail disaster, described as one of the worst rail disasters in UK rail history, occurred at 0820 hrs on that 
October day. Three separate trains were involved in the crash at Harrow and Wealdstone station, some 11.5 
miles outside of London, resulting in 112 people killed and 340 people injured. 
Rescuers included local people, the Police, the Fire Brigade and elements of the US Army Ambulance Service. 
The US Army Ambulance Service were given a special mention in news reports at the time and commended 
for their help and assistance. 
Ben was attended, it is believed, by Col. Air Surgeon Eugene S. Coler of HQ 7th Air Div. of the USAF., and 
was forever grateful for the treatment he received from that officer. 
During his retirement and later years Ben taught the game of Cricket at St Thomas of Canterbury School, Gil-
lingham, Kent and later Cricket and Rugby at St John Fisher Secondary School, Gillingham, Kent, with out-
standing results. 
Sadly as his health deteriorated he had to stop teaching and battle the terminal disease that he eventually suc-
cumbed to. 
To us, his friends, comrades, and brothers we have many happy memories of Ben, and the many RMA and 
MCL meetings, Dinners and Social Events, he and his wife Mary attended. 
But for me and for my wife Jean, the most vivid memory of Ben was on 11th February 2006 when we were 
celebrating our wedding in a hotel resort in Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. We received a telephone 
call during the middle of our wedding reception at the Beach side restaurant. It was from the UK and it was 
Ben! He apologised for not being able to attend the wedding due to ill health but he wished us both a long and 
happy life together. 
That was the sum of the man! And I and many others were proud to be called his friends, his comrades, his 
brothers. 
 
Roger (Tiny) Payne 29th March 2007. 
Associate member Det 1088. & serving member Royal Marines Association, Canterbury Branch, Kent. UK. 
 
Ack: Many many thanks to Ben’s widow Mary and Ben’s family for providing me with the information and 
permission to pen this tribute. 
 
Many thanks to the BBC and other Internet sources for the information 
regarding the Harrow Rail Disaster. 

Semper Fi Brother Ben! 
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From Left to Right: John Philip, Brig & Percy.   
 

Anne Taylor will knit these little guys for you  
on request at a special price of £75.00 each.    

She can be reached at email: anne@annemarietaylor.force9.co.uk    
Outstanding job Anne and thank you for your wonderful contribution. 
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This year, 2007, marks the 25th Anniversary of the Falklands conflict. The anniversary will be commemorated 
across the UK by individual units and groups that were involved, and will culminate in the 25th Anniversary Pa-
rade in London on 17th June,  attended by Falklands Vets, their families and anyone associated with the conflict.  
Three countries were involved and affected by the hostilities.  Britain, Argentina and the Falkland Islands them-
selves.  The knock on effect of the conflict dramatically changed the fortunes of all three.  For Britain it restored a 
sense of national pride and achievement and went a long way to guaranteeing the Conservative government of 
the day a further two more terms in office in which the Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was able to make 
sweeping and long term reforms to the country.  For Argentina it marked a turning point in the political fortunes of 
its ruling junta and helped to expedite the return of democracy to that country.  And finally for the Falkland Is-
lands, the hostilities produced a greater sense of awareness of their plight and a guarantee that for the foresee-
able future investment in the islands would increase and their economic future be assured.  The conflict cost the 
lives of some 355 British service personnel, 3 Falkland Islanders and some 700 or so Argentine service person-
nel.  It was unique in the fact that it was fought 8000 miles from the British mainland.  The attacking forces, the 
British, were seriously outnumbered by the Argentineans, yet still won, and a logistics nightmare of supply and re 
supply over 8000 miles of ocean was overcome by British ingenuity and improvisation.  The Task Force which 
was assembled to liberate the Islands was made up of approx.  100 ships and submarines. It included 27 ships 
from the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) and Royal Maritime Auxiliary Service (RMAS) and over 50 chartered and 
requisitioned merchant vessels with civilian crews, many of whom volunteered of their own free will. It was over 
30000 strong and drawn from all arms of the British Forces.  The land forces were under the control of 3rd Com-
mando Brigade Royal Marines, because amphibious operations and landings had to take place before the land 
battles, that would win back the islands, could begin.  Behind this Task Force was an invisible army of tireless 
service men, women and civilian workers toiling ceaselessly to supply, re supply, fit and refit the ships, aircraft 
and equipment needed to keep the troops at the front supplied.  Over the next two issues of this magazine I shall 
relate the whole ‘Falklands 82’ story.  The articles are dedicated to the memory of the 355 British servicemen 
who didn’t come back. Some of whom I knew and to the many I did not and finally to the 3 Falkland Islanders 
killed in an air strike on Port Stanley airfield.  May their souls find a lasting and eternal peace.  The Falkland Is-
lands group consists of two main islands, East & West Falkland and 200 smaller islands. The Falkland Islands 
Dependencies of South Georgia, and the South Sandwich and Orkney Islands are not included in the group but 
are administered from the Falklands themselves. The islands were first discovered in 1592 by the English ex-
plorer John Davis, the first English settlement there was established in 1766, with France and Spain also trying 
to establish settlements and sovereignty during the ensuing years. Finally a permanent English settlement was 
established in 1866 and the islands claimed for England.  In later years Argentina had replaced Spain in claiming 
sovereignty because Spanish influence in the area was in decline.  The 1800 or so inhabitants of the islands in 
1982 were British by descent, British by birth, British by nature, and proud of it. The  
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main industry then was farming and raising sheep. The terrain was and still is wild, rough and rugged and similar 
to the Patagonia region of Argentina.  So for over 200 years the islands had been the source of an ownership 
dispute between Britain, Spain and France  and then Argentina.  Since the 1960s the Argentine claims had in-
creased in volume, intensity and ferocity. Several attempts had been made by individual Argentineans to plant 
their flag on the islands. These seem to be inspired by the British government’s attitude of indifference to the is-
lands and the plight of the people. The British military presence in the South Atlantic area had been gradually re-
duced on the grounds of cost until the Falklands and the Dependencies were protected by a solitary vessel, the 
ice patrol ship HMS Endurance.  This vessel, with its bright orange Wasp helicopter, its single Bofors gun, its 
complement of Royal Navy crew, scientists and its detachment of 13 Royal Marines was the only British Naval 
commitment to the islands.  A further detachment of some 50 to 60 Royal Marines and Royal Navy personnel 
were based just outside of the island’s capital, Port Stanley in Moody Brook barracks. They were known as Naval 
Party 8901 (NP8901) Their job was to defend the islands, maintain the British military presence and train the lo-
cal Falkland Islands Defence Force.  It must have seemed like a gift from the Gods to the military junta who 
formed the Argentine government of the day. Their President, General Leopoldo Galtieri with mounting economic 
problems at home and a growing dissent and dissatisfaction with his regime decided to invade the Falkland Is-
lands, restore national pride, and restore his own flagging popularity as well. Events leading up to the invasion 
began on 19th March 1982 when a group of ‘scrap metal’ merchants landed illegally on the island of South Geor-
gia at a disused whaling station at Leith and ran up the Argentine flag.  South Georgia was one of the dependen-
cies and lay some 700 mile east of the Falklands group. Sometimes known as ‘Glacier Island’ because of its fro-
zen interior it is some 100 mile long and 20 miles wide. It was home to the British Antarctic Survey unit (BAS) re-
sponsible for research and exploration of that part of Antarctica on behalf of the British government.  The island, 
discovered by Capt James Cook in 1775 and claimed by him for England and its sovereign, King George 3rd, had 
been one of the main hubs in the whaling industry during the early part of the 20th century.  When the whaling 
industry declined and eventually died out a number of disused whaling stations were left rusting and rotting along 
the South Georgian coast. Amongst these were Grytviken, where the BAS unit was based at King Edward point,  
and Leith and Stromness.  Sir Rex Hunt, Governor of the Falkland Islands and the Dependencies demanded that 
the Argentinian flag be taken down at once and the Argentine scrap men leave South Georgia as quickly as pos-
sible.. To reinforce his demand he sent HMS Endurance and her Royal Marine detachment, with a further 9 
Royal Marines seconded from NP8901 to strengthen his demand.  The Royal Marines were commanded by Lt 
Keith Mills RM.  The Endurance arrived in Grytviken Bay on 24th March and contacted the BAS scientist’s com-
mander, Mr Steven Martin. He briefed the Captain, Nick Barker on the position of the Argentineans. 
At about the same time however, the Argentine naval vessel Bahia Paraiso landed stores, equipment and a de-
tachment of 50 Argentine Marines at Leith.  The Argentine Marines were commanded by Capt. Alfredo Astiz, the 
notorious ‘Capt. Death’ he was believed to be responsible for several deaths and disappearances on mainland 
Argentina.  The British government decided to back off at this point and observe the intruders from a distance. 
The Endurance was advised accordingly.  Two day’s later, on 26th March, the military junta in Argentina made a 
promise to protect and support their workers on South Georgia. They also restated their claim to the ‘Islas Malvi-
nas’ as the Falklands are known in Argentine circles.  They told Britain there was no room for negotiation over 
South Georgia.  They meant to stay.  5 Argentine warships were spotted off of South Georgia that same day. 
Meanwhile, back in London, and in spite of feverish diplomatic activity, the British government finally realised that 
an invasion was imminent and investigated the possibility of sending a Task Force to re take the Islands and 
South Georgia.  Back on South Georgia Lt Mills and his Royal Marines went ashore on the 31st March and ‘dug 
in’ on the high ground overlooking King Edward Point and Grytviken Bay. They amassed huge quantities of small 
arms and machine gun ammunition and began to lay explosive charges along key approaches. The marines 
joked amongst themselves that the ‘Argies’ needn’t bother sailing in and landing on Grytviken jetty because they 
had laid enough explosive charges to send the jetty out to meet them!  (Even though the ‘Argies’ might have to 
put the pieces back together again!)  By 1st April the BAS scientists had moved in to the most solid building in 
Grytviken, the church. Built along the lines of a Scandinavian ‘Stavekirken’ it was solid, dependable and protec-
tive.  Lt Keith Mills and his tiny force checked their weapons, prepared their charges, and dug in.  An eye witness 
to the event advised me that the marines had discarded their ‘tin lids’ (Their metal helmets) and pulled on their 
distinctive Green Berets! And waited!  It wouldn’t be long.  HMS Endurance had been ordered back to Port 
Stanley, the Falklands capital and was steaming there with all haste.  Back in Argentina, on 2nd April the govern-
ment put Operation Rosario in to action. This was the name of the operation given to the invasion of the Islands. 

Continued…... 
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At midnight the Falkland Islands invasion force under Argentine Admiral Carlos Busser, which included the air-
craft carrier Veintecento de Mayo, several warships and transports, was positioned just off of Port Stanley and 
poised to go in.  But before the landing craft roared up on to the beaches, the Argentine Special Forces, ‘Los 
Primeros’ were sent ashore on a clandestine operation.  They landed at 0430 hrs at Mullet Creek, south of Port 
Stanley and moved quickly inland. There were 140 of them and their mission was to ‘neutralize’ Naval Party 
8901!  They attacked Moody Brook barracks without warning and sprayed the buildings with automatic weapons 
and threw in hand grenades.  They weren’t taking prisoners!  Their task was to kill everyone they found there! 
Unfortunately for the Los Primeros, no one was at home! when they came ‘knocking!’  Naval party 8901 and its 
60 odd Royal Marines under the command of Major Mike Norman had ‘flown the nest’ and had deployed else-
where on the island.  The Governor of the islands, Sir Rex Hunt had been forewarned of an imminent invasion 
by Argentine forces that previous day and had advised the islanders accordingly.  He had also mobilised the 
Royal Marines and the Falkland Islands Defence Force.  Mike Norman had deployed his forces to counter an 
invasion from the direction of the Port Stanley airport and the beaches beyond.  He had planned a ‘fighting re-
treat’ back up the airfield road, realising that his 60 odd Royal Marines, no matter how determined they were, 
would soon be overwhelmed by hundreds of the enemy  Unfortunately the landing of the Argentine Special 
Forces and their attack on Moody Brook barracks had placed Norman and his Royal Marines at a disadvantage 
between two hostile forces.  Argentine troops were now being landed on the beaches in front of the airfield and 
Norman and his Royal Marines were going to be caught between the two jaws of a pincer.  The Royal Marines 
abandoned their positions and withdrew to Sir Rex Hunt’s Government House, his official residence as Gover-
nor of the Islands and Dependencies.  Government House was a white clapboard building, similar in appear-
ance to a quaint old English vicarage. It had a long glass conservatory along its front and was surrounded by 
well kept lawns. The grounds were enclosed by a low stone wall. Norman and his Marines took up defensive 
positions here and entered in to a 90 minute fire fight with Argentine troops dug in on a wooded hill overlooking 
the house. 
But later in the morning, at 0730hrs the defenders hearts sank when they heard the squeaking, squealing and 
rumbling noises of tracked vehicles disembarking from the beaches.  ‘Armour! Maybe light tanks’ the defenders 
exclaimed.  In fact the ‘armour’ they had heard were Argentinian Armoured Personnel Carriers, (APCs) armed 
with 30mm cannon.  They were coming to Government House to decimate and overwhelm its defenders. By 
0925hrs it was all over. Major Mike Norman and his Royal Marines had been ordered to surrender by Sir Rex 
Hunt and had reluctantly done so.  They had little choice. Sir Rex thought Naval Party 8901 had done enough 
and proved a point.  They hadn’t suffered any casualties, but they were surrounded by APCs and hundreds of 
Argentine troops.  NP 8901 was quickly rounded up, disarmed, searched, and taken prisoner.  They were even-
tually repatriated back to Britain via Montevideo along with Sir Rex Hunt and other British Foreign Office offi-
cials . But their story doesn’t end there as we shall see.  The Falklands Islands, were renamed the Islas Malvi-
nas and were in Argentine hands. Port Stanley was renamed Puerto Argentino and the Argentine military gover-
nor, General Mario Menendez settled in to his new post.  The Islanders braced themselves for a regime change 
and a whole new way of life.  Meanwhile Lt Keith Mills and his tiny force of Royal Marines, now fully dug in on 
King Edward Point on South Georgia, heard the news of the invasion on the BBC World News.  They realised 
that they would be next on the list when the ‘Argies’ (as they called them) came knocking!  That morning the 
Captain of the Bahia Paraiso announced that South Georgia belonged to Argentina and that all British person-
nel were to assemble on Grytviken jetty. Mills informed the gentleman that there were Royal Marines on South 
Georgia and they weren’t ready to surrender – yet!.This declaration must have confused the Argentineans as no 
more announcements or moves were made that day.  HMS Endurance, which had been sailing back to Port 
Stanley, had been ordered to turn around yet again and sail back to South Georgia.  Her Captain, Nick Barker 
had fresh orders for Lt Mills.  The Endurance was prepared for war! The Bofors gun had been uncovered, oiled 
up and ammunition lockers opened.. The Wasp helicopter had been resprayed Black, and a pair of AS-12 anti 
ship missile launchers fitted to the snow skids. The launchers were fully armed.  Capt. Barker radioed Lt Mills 
his orders.  He, Mills, was ordered to put up a token resistance only, it was to be just enough to prove Argentine 
aggression to the world and then he was to surrender. Capt.Barker reminded him that South Georgia was only a 
piece of land that the British would soon take back. But if Mills and his men were killed there was no getting 
them back!  Lt Keith Mills, 22 years of age, and commander of  twenty odd ‘Gung Ho’ Royal Marines, said qui-
etly ‘Sod that! We’re going to make their eyes water!’ and in the ensuing battle Mills and his Royal Marines did 
just that!  At 1040 hrs on Saturday 3rd April the Argentine invasion force moved in to Grytviken harbour. The Ar-
gentine corvette ‘Guerrico’ steamed in first and was met by concentrated machine gun fire from the Royal Ma-
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Continued…... 

Two Royal Marines armed with a Carl Gustav 84 mm Anti Tank bazooka fired off  anti tank rockets in to the cor-
vette, other marines also fired 66mm LAW Anti Tank rockets at the vessel.  They scored direct hits and holed 
the vessel beneath the water line. The Guerrico had a slight list when she struggled to turn about in the narrow 
harbour and was raked once again by concentrated small arms and GPMG fire.  The tiny British force had given 
the corvette a ‘bloody nose’ and she quickly steamed out of the harbour and out of range of the British guns. 
Meanwhile Argentine troops had been landed by several helicopters in and around King Edward Point and Mills 
and his Royal Marines engaged each group in succession.  The battle for South Georgia had entered a crucial 
stage, and a vicious fire fight followed.  Over the next few hours the Royal Marines shot down two Argentine 
helicopters, a Puma and an Alouette and killed a number of Argentine troops.  The corvette ‘Guerrico’ finally 
stood off shore and  started to shell the British positions.  With only small arms, some machine guns and his lim-
ited range Anti tank weapons to fight back with, Lt Mills ordered his men to surrender. He had made his point. 
With great reluctance the Marines laid down their weapons. The explosive charges hadn’t been fired, the fire 
fight had been too intense.  Mills and his men were all rounded up, disarmed and searched. They were captured 
as prisoners of war like their comrades on East Falkland, and  eventually they too were repatriated back to Brit-
ain along with the BAS unit scientists who were found in Grytviken church.  The Wasp helicopter from HMS En-
durance had been sent ahead to observe the drama unfolding on South Georgia. Its crew of two watched the 
battle of King Edward Point reach its climax. They begged Capt Barker to let them join in and ‘finish off the 
Guerrico’ But as much as he wanted to, Capt Nick Barker was ordered by London to stand by and do nothing. 
They wanted HMS Endurance, her Captain, her helicopter and her crew intact for the next phase of the conflict. 
The ‘Islas Malvinas’ and ‘Dependenciesz’ were now in Argentine hands.  Argentina and her armed forces had 
won the first round.  However, months before, in their assessment of an invasion of the Islands, and its effect on 
the Islanders and on Britain herself, General Galtieri and his Junta had concluded that the British would fight to 
retain the islands, although resistance would be limited.  They, the British, might also impose punitive sanctions 
or even bombard specific targets on the Malvinas with their warships.  But the British would not retake the is-
lands or even attempt to do so! They concluded.  The President and his Junta were wrong!  They had over-
looked two important things.  The Falkland Islands were British and had been so for over 200 years.The Island-
ers were also British and wished to remain that way.  A Task Force was gathering 8000 miles away.  A fire 
storm of revenge, retribution, indignation, and wounded  national pride, was about to be unleashed.  The British 
were coming! And Hell was coming with them! 
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INCREASE IN RENEWAL DUES     This is to inform everyone that effective 1st 
January 2007 Detachment 1088 Dues will be increased as follows:-   Those 
members living in the UK who have access to Sterling Accounts - £21.00 per an-
num   Those dual members living in the US - $40.00 per annum   Please ensure 
that all renewal cheques are made payable to Det 1088 Marine Corps 
League and not to me personally.   Your co-operation is much appreci-
ated.   Richard Peruscini 

 

 

Correction to Bulldog issue 12: Joe Blick was the recipient of the 
 Navy Cross for bravery at the Chosin Reservoir. Not the Silver Star. 
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The Bulldog is published quarterly.  
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Win-
ter.  Deadline dates for article sub-

mission is as follows. 
 

Spring: March 31, 
 

Summer: June 30, 
 

Autumn: September 30, 
 

Winter: December 31. 
 

All articles must be written and  
submitted by the originator and not 

copied from prior publications. 



Semper Fidelis 
 


