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COMMANDANT’S CORNER
SPECIAL DINNER AT THE UNION JACK CLUB

To: Regular Marines and Associates
Those living in the United Kingdom will by now have received the invitation to attend a very special
dinner on the 22nd May 2006. The dinner is to honour a special guest and accompanying party from
the United States who will be visiting our Detachment and the London area for a few days next
month.
This is one opportunity that should not be missed since it gives us all a chance to say hello, show
off a little about Detachment 1088, talk to those who were in power and tell them how special we
are here in the United Kingdom.
Additionally, it will give everyone who attends the chance to explain about their background and why
they joined the Detachment plus your likes and dislikes. Therefore, I sincerely hope that you can all
attend - please bring your wife, partner, girlfriend or just plain friends.
The Executive Committee and Special Appointed Officers also join with me in hoping that you will
make a special effort to attend this dinner thus making the function “a night to remember”.
Please do not forget to return your acceptance forms by the 30th April.
See you there.
Richard A. Peruscini
Commandant - Detachment 1088

The Bulldog is published quarterly. Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Winter. Deadline dates for article submission is as follows.

Spring: March 31,
Summer: June 30,
Autumn: September 30,
Winter: December 31.
All articles must be written and
submitted by the originator and
not copied from prior publications.
Thank you for your contributions,
the Editors
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As of Wednesday 5th April 2006, the United States Marine Corps League Detachment 1088, London, England,
will start a " fund" for a "Wall of Remembrance" at Slapton Sands, Devon, England.
Standing at this Memorial now as a center piece is an American Sherman Tank that took part in the D-Day
exercises at Slapton Sands in 1944, where it was lost with a total of 946 American soldiers and sailors, when
they were attacked by 8 E-boats of the German Navy which were situated off the coast of England. This tank
was raised from the sea bed on 6th June, 1984, the 40th anniversary of the D-Day landings, by Mr. Ken Small.
The raising of the tank and foundation of the memorial was Mr. Small's idea. The memorial stands as a tribute
to the 946 American lives lost during "Exercise Tiger" at Slapton Sands, Devon, England on the 28th of April
1944. Sadly, Mr. Small passed away in March 2004. An excellent website has been set up detailing Exercise
Tiger and Ken Small's efforts to get the tank raised and the memorial established. For further information,
visit: http://www.shermantank.co.uk/
What the fund is attempting to raise is £20,000. This is what the money will be used for..............
{A} Erecting a "Wall of Remembrance" with all the names of the Dead and Missing..........
{B} Building a new stand for the Tank
{C} Putting up three{3} new Flag Poles, British, American, United States Marine Corps League Flags
{D} Finally, to contribute to the upkeep of the Memorial and Tank.....
So what we are doing is asking all Detachments of the United States Marine Corps League and associations to
help with this fund.
You may ask why should the United States Marine Corps League get involved in this cause? The answer is
simple 946 Army and Navy American servicemen died or went missing. “ Exercise Tiger", was the name they
gave this operation and it was kept secret at the time. So great were the restraints placed upon the survivors,
that some still feel unable to talk about it, 60 years later.
In all my years in the Marine Corps I have never forgotten these words by our Drill Instructors "WE NEVER
LEAVE OUR WOUNDED OR DEAD BEHIND", these service men are "THE FORGOTTEN DEAD"
All cheque should be made out to "Slapton Sands Memorial Fund" and sent c/o, Bob Martin, 7/8 Regent
Place, Ilfracombe, North Devon, EX34 9AB, United Kingdom ----- Dollar and Sterling Cheque accept.......
A RECEIPT WILL BE ISSUED FOR ALL DONATIONS........
If you wish to contact me on my E-Mail it is, rmartin@mcl-london-uk.org
or please write to me
Bob Martin
7/8 Regent Place
Ilfracombe, North Devon EX349AB
England
Semper Fi,
Bob Martin
Sr. Vice Commandant
Detachment 1088
United States Marine Corps League
London, England
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Remembrance; Never Forgetting Our Fallen Brothers,
Rest in Peace Marines!
MSgt Colin Broussard USMC served as a member of the
Ambassador Graham Martin's Personal Security Unit in Saigon,
Republic of Vietnam during the Fall of Saigon, officially known as
'Operation Frequent Wind'. During 'Operation Frequent Wind'
MSgt (then SSgt) Broussard was assigned as an escort and driver
for Ambassador Graham Martin. He left South Vietnam at the
side of Ambassador Martin on the third chopper out.
SSgt Colin Broussard, Ambassador Martin's Bodyguard - Call
Sign: RAM.

From left to right: Near the Vietnam Wall: Sgt Bill Spruce, CWO
Doug Potratz, Captain Quang X.
Pham USMC, who was evacuated by
the Marines during the Fall of Saigon. He later joined the Marines
and became a chopper pilot for the
Corps), Sgt Gevers, Cpl John
Ghilain and MSgt Colin Broussard.

LCpl Robert E. Mondo
LCpl Robert Mondo served at the Defense Attaches’
Office compound at the time of the evacuation. Bob was an MSG in the
Saigon Detachment.

LCpl Mondo with his family
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Upcoming Events

Honorary Commandant:
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret)
31st Commandant of the Marine Corps
Det 1088 Commandant: Richard Peruscini
Sr. Vice Commandant: Bob Martin
Jr. Vice Commandant: Terry Cooper
Jr. Past Commandant: Mike Allen
Paymaster: Richard Peruscini
Judge Advocate: Larry Lewis
Adjutant:
Sgt. at Arms: Bill English
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell
PR Officer: Mike Allen
Youth Program Director: Bob Martin
Historian: Henrik Tress
Quartermaster: Frank Bradley

April 5th-6th: Marine South Military Expo,
Camp Lejune, NC. For info on attending call Marine South Headquarters at (800)-765-7615.
May 22nd; Union Jack Club;
Special Dinner;
By invitation only;
19:00.
May 26th-28th: 'The Pilgrimage'- A WWI
battlefield tour of Belleau Wood and
wreath laying;
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED, please contact Richard
Peruscini at rperuscini@mcl-london-uk.org.
July 18th: Detachment Meeting,
RMR Bermondsey; 19:30
Aug 5th-12th ’06: 83rd MCL National
Convention, Quincy, Boston, MA.
Sept 12th-14th 2006: Modern Day Marine Expo, Quantico, VA; further
information at (703) 488 2700.
Nov

2006: 231st Marine Corps Ball,
MSG London (Date of ball and details to be confirmed).

Nov

2006: 231st Marine Corps Ball,
MCSB Menwith Hill, (Date of ball
and details to be confirmed).

For further details regarding any activity: www.mcl-london-uk.org

The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923 and chartered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Det 1088 is one of the
few MCL detachments outside the America and is based in
London, drawing its membership from active duty, reserve,
retired and honourably discharged former US Marines now
living throughout the United Kingdom, Europe and America.
Det 1088 also has a strong associate membership drawn
from the Royal Marines Association as well as from other
suitably qualified individuals. Det 1088 actively seeks and
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applications; for further details, please use the contact details listed
on the front page.

5

6

Swearing in ceremony,
Sr. Vice Commandant,
Robert (Bob) Martin,
RMR Bermondsey,
January 12th, 2006.

I, Robert Martin, in the presence of Almighty God, and
the members of the Marine Corps League here
assembled, being fully aware of the symbols motto, principles and purposes of the Marine Corps League do solemnly swear that I will uphold and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of
America and of the Marine Corps League. I will never
knowingly wrong deceive or defraud the
League to the value of anything. I will never knowingly
wrong or injure or permit any member of any member’s
family to be wronged or injured if to
prevent the same is within my power. I will never propose for membership one known to me to be unqualified
or unworthy to become a member of the
League. I further promise to govern my conduct in the
League’s affairs in my personal life in a manner becoming a decent and honorable person and will
never knowingly bring discredit to the League so help me
God.

Congratulations Bob!
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Detachment 1088 members take on the “Commando Challenge”
On Saturday, March 11th, 2006, Det 1088 members Chuck O’Connell and Larry Lewis, took part in the annual Commando
Speed March. They were joined by 2 friends of Larry’s, Kenny Ritchie, former 1st Battalion the Black Watch soldier and Rob Steenson,
active duty Royal Navy. Rob is currently serving in Basra and took his 2 weeks R&R time to compete in this event. The following few
paragraphs give a bit of history on the event and an overview of the course that had to be tackled.
The event was started in 1996 by the Association of British Military Parachutists who decided to re-create the initial Commando Speed March that Commando recruits had to complete before starting Commando training. Today, the event is used to raise
funds for both the Commando’s Benevolent Fund and the Airborne Force Charities. The Association of British Military Parachutists
organizes the event to keep the commando spirit alive each year.
This march is held over the original course that Commando recruits had to run upon their arrival at Spean Bridge. The march
starts at Spean Bridge railway station and ends at Achnacarry house. During W.W.II, the Commando’s used Achnacarry Castle as their
training camp in Lochaber and grounds. In the Cameron museum in Achnacarry grounds there are pictures of the trainee’s abseiling
down the castle walls as well as various items of memorabilia. There is also a small private museum in the Spean Bridge Hotel dedicated
to the Commando’s.
The initial march took place when the troops left the station at Spean Bridge. Heavy kit was placed upon waiting transport and
the troops were then force-marched to the gates of Achnacarry castle carrying their fighting order, weight 36 lbs. The time limit for this
was 1 hour. Those that failed to achieve this time for the 7 miles were about turned and RTU’d (Returned to Unit) by the next train.
The course consists of a 7-mile road march with the first 1.5 miles rising about 400 ft at the Commando Memorial. The runners
then have 3 miles downhill on an undulating single track road with passing places, very few bends of any significance until the last .75
mile, across the canal at Gairlochy, then bearing right and uphill into the wooded section of course. The next 1.5 miles is through woodland with an undulating tarmac road to the estate gates. The last 1 mile is a steady incline and drop to the castle. Approximately 300
yards before the finish there is a telephone box and every contestant is urged to give it their all at this point as it is a course that seems to
never end. The map below shows the route that the runners have to tackle.
From a personal standpoint, the idea for doing this run started when Larry and Chuck walked the West Highland Way along
with 2 other Det 1088 members, Richard ‘Mac’ Macdonald and Henrik Tress. It was decided at the time that an annual challenging
event was needed, for the camaraderie and the challenge! When Larry and Chuck met at the London Marine Corps Ball last November,
the Commando Speed March was discussed and a decision made to go for it! Larry was going to enter the London Marathon this year,
but the thought of running 7 miles, even with a 36 pound pack, was more appealing than running 26. Chuck, Larry and Mac were all on
board to take the challenge!
After the Ball and in the cold light of day (I can’t believe I said I’d do this!!), Chuck got to work on organising our entry with
the Association of British Military Parachutists and everyone commenced the training that would be required to complete the course in a
respectable time! Unfortunately, Mac had to drop out due to RAF commitments so the word went out for ‘volunteers’ crazy enough to
join us. Larry managed to talk 2 of his friends, Kenny and Rob, into joining the team, along with another work colleague of Larry’s,
Dave Guthrie, who provided our support vehicle. It turned out that we needed 5 entrants to form an official team, so we all had to enter
as individuals.
Everyone made plans to travel to Spean Bridge on the Friday, the day before the race. Kenny and Chuck drove up as they both
live in Scotland and Rob and Larry flew into Glasgow, picked up a hire car and drove up. We all managed to get a room in the Spean
Bridge Hotel. After checking in, we all met in the Commando Bar for introductions and a few pints to relax. A good meal in the hotel
followed and then everyone retired early to be well rested for the next day.
Saturday dawned cool and cloudy, perfect weather for a 7 mile run! We had another great meal in the Hotel, the poached eggs and
salmon were fantastic! We then made our way around the corner of the hotel to the station in Spean Bridge where we had to register and
get our packs weighed. We were all told that we were OK with the weight. We then had a chance to check out the other competitors
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Continued……...
mainly Active Duty Royal Marines, Paras, RAF along with a contingent of Irish Army Reservists, a couple of Swedish entrants and our
little group. It was soon apparent that some of these guys had come for a serious attempt. We just wanted to finish in less than an hour
and a half and without making girly noises!
At 1100, the horn sounded and we were off! The 1st few hundred meters were fast as the course was downhill and flat. Once
we rounded the 1st bend on the A82, the road started the 400 ft climb to the Commando Memorial and the large group of runners started
to disperse. I made it to the Memorial after 13 minutes of running. Kenny and Chuck were ahead of me with Rob bringing up the rear.
The next 3 miles were good, mainly downhill and flat. Most of this was run, with some short bouts of fast walking thrown in. Our
group was well dispersed by then, each of us in our own little battle to complete the course.
After crossing the Gairlochy canal and making the short walk uphill into the wooded section, I found a second wind. The road
was dotted with ‘Passing Places’ signs, which I used as markers. I would sprint to one point, then walk, sprint to the next, walk for a bit
more. I managed to make up a lot of ground and passed several other competitors. At one stage, I even caught a glimpse of Chuck but
wasn’t able to catch him.
As I entered the gates leading into the private drive that lead onto Achnacarry House, I glanced at my watch and noted the time.
1 hour 4 minutes for nearly 6 miles. This spurned me on to dig deep and gut out the remainder of the course. As I entered the vicinity of
the House, I heard the cheering of the runners who had completed already and dug even deeper to sprint the last 300 meters to the finish.
Once over the line, you have your pack weighed again. I was 18 kilos, 1.5 kilos over what I had to carry!
Our group did very well. Kenny finished 1st in a time of 1 hour 9 minutes. Chuck was next with 1 hour 11 minutes, I completed in 1 hour 13 minutes and Rob came in around 1 hour 18 minutes. We didn’t make it under the hour, but we felt good! We
stopped at the Commando Memorial on the way back to the hotel for a small ceremony, then back to the hotel for a warm shower and
cold beer, not necessarily in that order! We had a relaxing time in the Commando Bar before heading into Ft William for some food and
more drink!
We were extremely fortunate with the weather. Late Saturday night / Sunday morning saw a large snowfall hit the area. We
woke up to 6 inches of cover! Needless to say, we were very pleased that we didn’t have to do the run in these conditions! Due to the
weather, everyone decided to hit the road a bit earlier than planned. Travelling south on the roads was very slow due to road closures.
Rob and I made it to the airport 6 hours after setting off from Spean Bridge and our flight to London was one of the few flights that left
that night.
For the 4 of us that went up to Spean Bridge and took on this challenge, I think it is fair to say that we have an even greater respect and admiration for the men that did this course 60 years ago. We had light weight boots and trousers and modern packs. The guys
who did this back then had hob nailed boots, wool uniforms and canvas packs. We also have a great feeling of achievement and accomplishment after completing the course in such a good time. I think the seed has been planted and we’ll be back up there next year to see
if we can beat that hour barrier. If you’re up for the challenge, come and run with us!

At Achnarry House immediately after the run.
From L- R is Kenny
Ritchie, Larry Lewis,
Rob Steenson and Chuck
O’Connell.
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Continued……...

At the Commando Memorial after the run.

At the snow covered Commando Memorial
the day after the race. From L – R: Kenny
Ritchie, Dave Guthrie, Chuck O’Connell,
Rob Steenson, Larry Lewis.

The route of the run.
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Awards Ceremony and Comrades gathering RMR Bermondsey.
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One of our very distinguished associate members Nick Summers
and his lovely wife Lynda honored by the ceremony of the loving
cup while attending the annual banquet for the Liverymen of the
Worshipful Livery Company of Arbitrators for the city of London.
Nick has been with the Metropolitan Police (New Scotland Yard) for
32 years now and is a Detachment regular and top supporter.
Congratulations Lynda and Nick. The medals you see on Nick’s
jacket are; the one in green is the Livery Company's; the next (on
the left of the two) is the Police Long Service & Good Conduct
Medal; the other is the Queens Jubilee for Police Officers. This
year's event was attended by over 200 and the Guests of Honor
included The Lord Chief Justice Lord Phillips of Worth Matravers;
The Master of the Rolls, Sir Anthony Clarke; President of the
Lands Tribunal, G. Bartlett QC; President of the Family Division,
The Rt Hon Sir Mark Potter; together with many other Judges and
senior members of the Judiciary. Well done Nick on your continued contribution.
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American Legion Post 1 - London England

American Legion Post 1, members, Detachment 1088 Commandant Richard A. Peruscini and Jr. Vice Commandant Terry L. Cooper at luncheon together with visiting American Legion National Commander Thomas
L. Bock and U.S. delegation. Victory Services Club - London, England.

American Legion Post 1, members Detachment 1088 Commandant Richard A. Peruscini and Jr. Vice Commandant Terry L. Cooper together with post members during monthly meeting. Victory Services Club London England. Meetings are held the first Monday of each month.
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Historian Henrik Tess, Sgt at Arms Bill English, Past Commandant
Michael E. Allen and Jr. Vice Commandant Terry L. Cooper
Marine House Camaraderie. Supporting our local
MSG Detachment - U.S. Embassy London,

Latest update from Sr. Vice Commandant
Robert (Bob) Martin. Total monies raised in
2005 was £540.00 which went to the Children Hospice of Barnstaple, North Devon.
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Mr Roger (Tiny) Payne, of Canterbury Branch Royal Marines Association and an Associate member of Det 1088
married Miss Jean Elizabeth Fianza Grande at White Rock Beach Resort/Hotel, Subic Bay, Philippines on 11th
February 2006 at 1700 hrs in a Sunset/Beach ceremony.
The photograph shows members of Canterbury Branch RMA, some of whom are Det 1088 Associate members and the
best man Mr Bryan Mackenna (ex 42 Commando Royal Marines) with the Bride and Groom.
This occasion however was not the first time that British Marines had ‘invaded’ the Philippine Islands. A chance remark by a Manila Taxi driver inspired me to research the ‘British Invasion of the Philippines!’
The year was 1761, France and Great Britain had been at war for five long years in a conflict historians described as
the Seven Years War. It was a ‘World War’ in as much as it was fought in the Americas, in the Caribbean, in Europe
and also in Asia.
France war weary and exhausted after a series of setbacks and defeats turned to her old ally Spain.
The two countries had signed the ‘Family Pact’, because of the close royal ties between them. This pact promised that
each country would come to the other’s aid if they were attacked by another power. France had decided to cash in her
chips and Spain was the banker.
It was the British however who declared war on Spain on 4th January 1762. The Spanish reciprocated with a declaration
of war against the British on 18th January of that same year.
A secret meeting was held on 6th January 1762 between British government ministers and Admiralty officials where
plans to attack French and Spanish territories in the Americas, and in Cuba were laid. It was at this meeting that the
Earl of Egremont (Secretary of State for the Southern Department) suggested an attack on the Philippines, a Spanish
possession since the sixteenth century.

15

Continued……...
He put forward a proposal by Colonel William Draper to invade the Philippine Islands and seize Manila. The proposal was accepted and the plan was put in to practice.
The objective from the very beginning was simply to attack the Philippines, seize Manila and hamper Spanish trade
and commercial enterprise in that region. The concept of making the Philippines another outpost of the British Empire did not enter the equation. It was hoped that should the invasion be successful there was a chance that when
peace was negotiated a commercial presence by the British East India Company (The EIC) in Mindanao, a region
hostile to the Spanish occupation, could be maintained afterwards. The Muslim leaders in this region had already
been courted by the British in anticipation of the presence of EIC interests on the islands.
Detailed plans and preparations were made for the invasion. It was decided to use British troops and Royal Navy
ships based in India for the expedition. The help and cooperation of the EIC was therefore essential but as it turned
out grudgingly given.
Merchants of the EIC had established a clandestine thriving trade with Manila using Muslim ships and feared that a
British invasion would put an end to the huge profits they were making. A letter to the company from King George
3rd requesting it to help with its own ships and men was sent to its directors. They agreed to comply but only just!
By 1st September 1762 the expedition, the Army contingent led by Brigadier General William Draper (He was promoted for the expedition) and the Naval squadron led by Rear Admiral Samuel Cornish, was ready to set sail. They
arrived in the Philippines on 22nd September of that same year and on the evening of the 24th September the invasion fleet anchored in Manila Bay, just off of the port of Cavite.
Both Filipino and Spanish onlookers observed a force of eight Royal Navy ships of the line. HMS Grafton, Panther,
Elizabeth and America with HMS Norfolk, Weymouth, Falmouth and Lenox. The warships carried between them
50 and 74 guns each. They were supported by three Royal Navy Frigates the Argo, Seahorse and Seaford, two East
India Company Indiamen, the
Essex and Osterly and finally two stores ships the Admiral Steevens and the Southsea Castle.
On board the warships were the 79th Regiment of Foot (Draper’s own regiment) a company of Royal Artillery plus
auxiliaries provided by the EIC. These consisted of 30 Madras Artillery, 600 Sepoys (Indians) a company of
Caffrees (Africans) one of Topazes (Asian Portuguese) and one of pioneers. There were hundreds of Lascars (East
Indian sailors) who did not bear arms, as they were earmarked for labouring duties for the engineers and artillery
and then last of all and perhaps the most controversial and ill thought out idea by the EIC was to include two companies of Frenchmen!
These were prisoners taken in India by the British in some of their bloody confrontations with the French, earlier in
the war.
In addition to these troops and ‘mercenaries’ were of course the British Marines of the Fleet and Sailors of the
Royal Navy. This was Draper’s ‘little army’. A name he called his tiny force. He was angry with the EIC for providing so little in the way of ships and men, however he could only carry on with what he had.
The arrival of the British fleet took the Spaniards and Filipinos under Acting Governor-General Archbishop Manuel
Rojo, completely by surprise since no news of a declaration of war had yet reached them.
The British had achieved their first psychological victory.
The Archbishop demanded to know what the British wanted and to declare their intentions. They did, in a letter
from Draper and Cornish they announced their intention to invade the islands and seize Manila. The Archbishop
was invited to surrender there and then to save any blood from being spilt.
He refused and decided to fight.
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Continued……...
At first the British plan was to attack and capture the port of Cavite, but because of the confusion and fear which arose
from the presence of the invasion fleet the commanders decided to go straight for the jugular and attack Manila.
Cavite, they reasoned, would be theirs anyway when Manila was captured.
In a bid to win ‘hearts and minds’ the British commanders sent word to the local villages surrounding Manila that they
were prepared to make concessions to the local populace if they chose not to support the Spanish. Equally they were
also prepared to severely punish any Filipinos who sided with the Spanish and took up arms against the British.
At 1900hrs on 26th September 1762 the invasion began and the British force made for the shore opposite the village and
church of Malate in long boats. Pounded by heavy surf some boats capsized, men drowned and stores were lost. But the
invasion force, split up in to three divisions, and consisting of the 79th Regiment, the Fleet Marines, three artillery
pieces, a detachment of
Royal Artillerymen and one howitzer, effected an unopposed landing. They were supported by heavy fire from the three
Royal Navy frigates Argo, Seahorse and Seaford.
Once ashore the British seized the church of Malate and this became Draper’s HQ. The churches at Ermita, Santiago
and San Juan de Bagumbayan were also seized and the British took up positions in the small fort of San Antonio Abad.
The church of Ermita was particularly useful as it was closest to the Manila city wall and its thick stone walls offered
hard cover from the Spanish snipers placed on the city wall.
After the first landings Admiral Cornish sent ashore a force of 700 Royal Navy sailors to reinforce and assist Draper’s
small invading army. They were placed between the positions of the 79th Regiment and the Fleet Marines.
Counterattacks from the Spanish and their Mexican and Filipino allies were repulsed.
The bravery of the Filipino ‘Indians’ was praised by Draper and his officers. The 79th, the Marines and the Seaman’s
battalion all fought hand to hand with these fearsome warriors, with muskets, bayonets, swords and cutlasses against
skilfully deployed bows, arrows and spears. The Spanish counter attacks faltered and failed.
The next move by the British was to set up an Artillery battery to the South of the city with a view to bombarding the
South West city wall. This was completed in record time in a heavy rainstorm and marked the beginning of the end for
Manila. On the 2nd October with the guns in place the bombardment of the city began and the wall to the left of the San
Diego bastion was blasted by cannon shot. Another battery followed to the South East by the San Andreas bastion. With
both batteries blasting away at the city, two ships of the line, the Falmouth and the Elizabeth, 50 guns and 64 guns respectively, blasted away at the city from the seaward side.
In desperation the Spanish mounted one last counter attack and advanced in three columns in a heavy downpour with
over five thousand Filipino ‘volunteers’ in their ranks, in an attempt to throw the British back in to the sea.
The British soldiers of the 79th, the Fleet Marines and the Seaman’s Battalion fought magnificently with cutlass, sword
and bayonet and the counter attack failed. On 6th October 1762 a combined force of the 79th, the Marines and the seaman’s Battalion stormed the city and captured it. They encountered minimal resistance until they reached the Royal
Gate where about Spaniards and Indians fought a last stand. Over a hundred were killed and about three hundred
drowned when they tried to flee across the fast flowing Pasig River.
By 9th October Manila was in the hands of the British and the surrender of the city was accepted from Archbishop Rojo.
Eventually under pressure from the invaders he declared the British masters of the Philippines archipelago. Another
country was added to the British Empire.

17

Continued……...
The Philippines remained under British control until 31st May 1764, when in an extravagant ceremony it was officially handed back to Spain. A strong resistance movement had begun under Simon Anda, a judge on Manila’s
Royal Audiencia. Under secret orders from Archbishop Rojo he had set up a Spanish provincial government in
Balucan, shortly after the fall of Manila. He had then amassed an army of at least ten thousand Spanish, Filipinos
and some of the ex French prisoners who had deserted from the British ranks. They waged a guerrilla war against
the occupying British but avoided a major battle with the more experienced and battle hardened British soldiers,
Marines and sailors.
Although Anda has been credited by some with winning back the archipelago from the British, the signing of the
Treaty of Paris on 10th February 1763. officially ended the Seven Years War, and saw the return of the Philippines
to Spain.
The news of the treaty did not reach the Islands until July 1763 hence the time lapse between the two dates. At first
the Spanish refused to believe that hostilities had ceased and it took a lot of persuasion to convince them. Eventually
the message got through in March 1764 and hostilities ceased.
On 10/11th July the Fleet sailed out of Manila Bay back to India carrying with it the last British soldiers, marines
and sailors of the occupying forces.
In the Philippines Archipelago the sun had indeed set on that part of the British Empire.
Just under three hundred British Marines fought in the battle for and the capture of Manila and the Philippines. Of
these less than a dozen officers and men were either killed or wounded.
It is in honour of the skill, bravery, and courage, of those British Marines that I dedicate this article to.
Roger (Tiny) Payne.
Acknowledgements: Land Forces of Britain, the Empire and
Commonwealth – T.F. Mills
The Philippine Islands – Internet Sources
When Britain ruled the Philippines 1762 to 1764 - Shirley Fish

Brigs Comrades. Anne is currently working on a U.S. Marine for us. Her skill is outstanding.
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Searching for lost Comrades…...

Greetings from down under mate.
My boss at work is ex Aus SAS and worked with a leatherneck over here, his name was Lt Col Rob
Rutledge USMC. We know he retired recently and think his last posting was Okinawa.
Can we put the word out to the League to try and hook these guys up again? Please contact me on my
email below if anyone can help.
Thanks,
MSgt. Steve Jones Royal Marines Retired
sjones@temposecurity.com.au
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome aboard to new members joining the Detachment during the first part of 2006. They were:David J. Pritchard Associate Member
Paul M. Young
Regular Member
Dennis B. Hannen Associate Member
Susan M. Hannen - Associate Member and also our very first Female member
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Seriously Overdue
Sept 2005 - Michael Russell - UK
Sept 2005 - Michael Sprage - UK
Sept 2005 - David Guest - UK
Nov 2005 - Sidney Graham - UK
Jan 2006 - Michael Doley - USA
Currently Overdue
Feb 2006 - Guiseppe Bonsignore - Italy
Mar 2006 - Terrell Parrish - UK
Forthcoming Dues
May 2006 - Bill English - UK
May 2006 - Jerry Huston - USA
June 2006 - Dennis Brewer - USA
June 2006 - Terry Cooper - UK
June 2006 - Larry Lewis - UK
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
At the beginning of the year we had five Life Members. They were:
Jonathan Dunkerley
Richard MacDonald
Nick Summers
Michael Wargo
Richard Peruscini
Now I would like to offer my congratulations to our new sixth member:
William A. Barnard.
Welcome aboard from Detachment 1088 and we all hope our numbers will continue to grow in the future.
As I announced at the meeting on 4th April 2006, our membership currently stands at USMC Regular Members 27 and Associate Members 30.
The grand total both here and overseas is 57 as of this date.
Additionally, I am currently awaiting application forms and DD214’s from four more possible members.
Are you aware that the six life members will never appear on any overdue membership list? They are paid up life members and will never have to
worry about renewal notices or sending cheques again. Better still, the League Paymaster will never have to telephone them or chase them for
money!
If any of you would like to be in the same position as a Life Member, please contact me with your application and cheque. I will then create the
letter to accept your cheque and application and “Bob’s your Uncle” – it really is that simple.
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