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Current activities of Detachment 1088 
Amateur Ryder Cup: Scheduled for October 30-November 1 at Ilfracombe Golf Club, Devon 
Detachment meeting: Scheduled for November 3rd at RMR Bermondsey 1900hrs for 1930hrs 

Remembrance Day Parade:  Scheduled for November 9th, Muster at Cenotaph OIC  Mike Allen 

Amateur Ryder Cup in Ilfracombe, Devon November 2007   
Blue shirts Europe and Salmon shirts USA.  Europe won 11-1.  
Marine Corps League and Slapton Sands accumulated funds of £1500.00  

Lest we forget—REST IN PEACE, BROTHER.  Semper Fi Marine 
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COMMANDANT’S CORNER 
 

 
 
 

 

The Bulldog is published quar-
terly.  Spring, Summer, Autumn 

and Winter.  Deadline dates for ar-
ticle submission is as follows. 

 
Spring: March, 

 
Summer: June, 

 
Autumn: September, 

 
Winter: November. 

 
All articles must be written and 
submitted by the originator and 

not copied from prior publications. 

Members of Detachment 1088, 
 
A new era has started in our detachment.  We have a committee with strength, 
experience and an over-riding “Love of the Corps”.  A committee, composed of 
members who will listen and work, side-by-side, with all of the detachment 
membership: US Marines, Associates and Royal Marines.  We are a unit com-
pletely different from any other unit in the Marine Corps League, consisting of 
US Marines, Navy Corpsmen, and Royal Marines; making us truly, “A Band of 
Brothers”. 
 
Our future is in our hands, as together, we can become a Strong and Powerful 
unit outside of the United States.  With our Brothers, the Royal Marines, we can 
become the “Best”.  My hopes are that we as a detachment, will become known 
as a Professional, Progressive Detachment, made up of Marines and Associates, 
from all over the globe; the United States, United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
Europe and anywhere a Brother Marine needs support and compassion—Marines 
who are dedicated to one thing-Offering a Hand of Friendship to all.  We, as an 
association, are a shining example of how Marines help Marines—on either side 
of the Atlantic and even around the world. 
 
So please join with myself and the Executive Committee in making a difference 
and offering support and fellowship to all former Marines in our realm of influ-
ence. 
 
Semper Fidelis 
Bob Martin 
Commandant 
Detachment 1088 
Marine Corps League 
London 



 3rd Amateur Ryder Cup, sponsored by MCL London Detachment 1088-September 21, 2008 at CPGC  
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3rd Annual Amateur Ryder Cup held at Chartridge Park Golf Club.  
Candid shots above (Paul Bruton with a challenging chip on the 8th, and 
European Captain Colin Benefield blowing raspberries!  Team USA 
won! 
Below, European Captain Colin Benefield, Bill English-Jr. Vice Com-
mandant, MCL Detachment 1088, USA Captain Brian Suttie.  The few 
token Americans (Bill English and Bob Martin). 
With my fellow members of Chartridge Park Golf Club, we collected 
£350.00 for the Slapton Sands Memorial and Detachment 1088.  
Thanks to all! 
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2nd Annual Amateur Ryder Cup held at Ilfracombe Golf Club, Devon, November 2007.  Sponsored by John Fowler 
Enterprises and organised by Bill English and Bob Martin.  We had 28 competitors over the weekend and collected 
£1500.00 for Slapton Sands Memorial and MCL London Detachment 1088.  Europe won!  But the real winner was the 
charity.  Thank you Mr. Fowler, my fellow members of Chartridge Park Golf Club and the staff of Ilfracombe Golf 
Club and Sandaway Holiday Park. 
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MCL London Detachment 1088 Executive Committee for 2009—(from left to right-left photo) Frank Brad-
ley-Quartermaster, Ray Mitchell-Chaplain, Bob Martin-Commandant, Paul Young,-Sgt at Arms, Bill Eng-
lish-Sr. Vice-Commandant, Leonard Smith-Jr. Vice-Commandant. (right photo) attending members for June 
meeting at RMR Bermondsey. 

Commandant Bob Martin-2009 Sgt at Arms Paul Young-2009 

Left-Bill English, Sr.Vice-Commandant 2009 
Right-Mike Allen, Outgoing Commandant 2009 

Left-Mike Allen-Jr. Past Commandant 2009 
Commandant Bob Martin-2009 
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Graduating Class MSG School 2009 ceremonies—awaiting orders to enter for ceremony.  I attended the 
MEGA Reunion and was honoured to attend and visit Post 1 and meet up with other MSG’s.  Bill English 
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After the ceremony completed, we made our way to the Marine Corps Museum and spent some time look-
ing around (not nearly enough to see everything though)!  Bill English 
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Birthday Message from the National Commandant of the Marine Corps League 
 

Happy Birthday Marines 
 

November 10th 2009 is a day of celebration of the 234th Birthday of our beloved Marine Corps.  The Marine warriors of today 
continue to exemplify the core values of honour, courage and commitment.  On this day as our warriors continue the fight in 
remote areas through out the world let their success, courage, training and commitment to our great country be an example to 
everyone.  We all can be proud of our Marines and their “esprit de corps” to Corps and Country. 
 
It is also a time to remember our mission statement as Marine Corps Leaguers. 
 
“Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose 
of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, band-
ing together those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have 
been honourably discharged from that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of 
American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF 
Corpsmen and former Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their widows and orphans; and to per-
petuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversa-
ries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines.” 
 
While this is a day of ceremony and festivity please take a minute to remember and honour our fallen Marines, who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice.  This is also our time to remember the contributions that these brave young men and women have made to 
our Country, Corps and the “Freedoms”. 
 
Happy Birthday Marines and take care of each other. 
 
Semper Fidelis and God Bless America. 

 
James R. Laskey 
National Commandant 
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The USS New York Is On It's Way 
 
She will be arriving in NY harbour on Nov 1, 2009 and commissioned in the US Navy Nov. 7.  
If you are planning a trip to NY, you will be able to tour the ship during that week.   
The USS New York was built with 24 tons of scrap steel from the World Trade Centre. 

 
It is the fifth in a new class of warship - designed for missions that include special operations against terror-
ists. It will carry a crew of 360 sailors and 700 combat-ready Marines to be delivered ashore by helicopters 
and assault craft.  Steel from the World Trade Centre was melted down in a foundry in Amite, LA to cast the 
ship's bow section.  When it was poured into the moulds on Sept 9, 2003, 'those big rough steelworkers 
treated it with total reverence,' recalled Navy Capt. Kevin Wensing, who was there. 'It was a spiritual moment 
for everybody there.'  Junior Chavers, foundry operations manager, said that when the trade centre steel first 
arrived, he touched it with his hand and the 'hair on my neck stood up.' 'It had a big meaning to it for all of 
us,' he said ‘They knocked us down. They can't keep us down. We’re going to be back.'  The ship's 
motto? 'Never Forget' 
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63rd Royal Marine Association Reunion CTCRM 2009 
Attended by Commandant Bob Martin 

 
 
 

On Saturday the 26th and Sunday the 27th of September 2009, I attended the RMA Annual Reunion at 
Lympstone in Devon.  While there, I received VIP treatment by all of the Royal Marines and Members.  On Sat-
urday, I was taken on a tour by Dennis Rowe-Hannen, a former Royal Marine, now a member of the RMA.  He 
was designated my Minder for my 2 day stay and was both professional and entertaining.  This tour included 
most everything I could imagine: the Assault Course, the Weapons Range, Drill Hall, and most importantly, 
BEER HALL!  All were very interesting and educational; especially the Beer Hall! 
 
 
Also on Saturday night, I went to the RMA Association Band Concert.  This was outstanding, even to my par-
tially deaf ears.  Afterward, there was an excellent buffet and bar (but of course!).  About the time I really began 
enjoying myself, my minder advised me that it was time to leave.  They know me too well—too bad! 
 
 
Sunday dawned as a beautiful day and very warm.  Not always what you would expect in Devon.  When I ar-
rived at Lympstone, I met my minder outside and when we entered, we were greeted by the members who 
were very happy to see me attending their reunion and Parade.  1000 members of the RMA, as well as mem-
bers of 42 Commando were on parade, marching onto the grinder, waiting for the 2000 guests to be seated.  
The program then began with the unveiling of “The Wall of Remembrance” for those who died in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan from 2002 to present day.  Their families were there to see the Wall. 
 
 
I was honoured to be asked to march with the Royal Marines in a “Pass in Review” and wish to say “Thank 
You” to every member of that organisation.  I will carry these memories of meeting the relatives of these de-
parted Marines with me with deep respect and profound appreciation.  I also would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Dennis Rowe-Hannen RM and his wife Sue Sharky Ward for their friendship, as well as Brigadier 
Charlie Hobson for providing me with such a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
 
Semper Fidelis 
 
 
Bob Martin 
Commandant  
Detachment 1088 
Marine Corps League 
London 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Honorary Commandant:  
General Charles C Krulak USMC (Ret) 
 31st Commandant of the Marine Corps 

 
Detachment 1088 Commandant: Robert Martin  

Sr. Vice Commandant: Bill English 
Jr. Vice Commandant: Leonard Smith 

Jr. Past Commandant: Mike Allen 
Paymaster: Andrew Colquhoun 
Judge Advocate: Larry Lewis 

Adjutant:  
Sgt. at Arms: Paul Young 
Chaplain: Ray Mitchell  

PR Officer: Robert Martin 
Youth Program Director:  

Historian: Mike Allen 
Quartermaster: Frank Bradley 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Marine Corps League was founded in1923 and  
chartered by an Act of Congress in 1937. Detachment 
1088 is one of the few MCL detachments outside the 
United States and is based in London, drawing its member-
ship from active duty, reserve, retired and honourably dis-
charged former US Marines now living throughout the 
United Kingdom, Europe and America. Detachment 1088 
also has a strong associate membership drawn from the 
Royal Marines Association as well as from other suitably 
qualified individuals. Detachment 1088 actively seeks and 
welcomes regular, associate and dual-detachment applica-
tions. For further details, please use the contact details 
listed on the front page. 

 

 
 
 
Nov  2009:  4th annual Amateur Ryder 
 Cup, Ilfracombe, Devon,  
 Ilfracombe Golf Club 
 
Nov  2009:  Remembrance Day Parade, 
 The Cenotaph, London, UK 
 
Nov  2009: 234th Marine Corps Ball, 

 MSG London (Date of ball and 
 details to be confirmed). 

 
Nov  2009: 234th Marine Corps Ball, 

 MCSB Menwith Hill, (Date of 
 ball and details to be  

  confirmed). 
 
 
 
For further details regarding any ac-
tivity: www.mcl-london-uk.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
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