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Det 1088 - Tower of London Muster

By Michael E. Allen, Commandant

On Tuesday, February 22,
members of the Det 1088
were invited to the Tower
of London for a very spe-
cial visit - to witness the
Ceremony of the Keys, a
tradition dating back over
700 years.

A very special thank you
to Terry Parrish, Det-1088
SVC, and his wife Donna
for travelling all the way
down from Harrogate
Yorkshire (Menwith Hill) to
attend our first very impor-
tant 2011 meeting. Terrell
Parrish and |, with our
wives Sheila and Donna,
met prior to the Tower
event in the VS Club
where we reviewed and
discussed executive Det
business.

ﬁ\ MCL 2005 Award Winning Newsletter

I would also like to say
thank you to General
Jonathan Dunkerly and
Sharky Ward who gave up
their positions for others
who had not previously
experienced the Yeoman
Warders Club and the
Ceremony of the Keys.
Evening attendance was
restricted to twelve.

After the initial tour before
the Ceremony of the Keys,
the membership relaxed in
the Yeoman's Club where
| made a few simple an-
nouncements regarding
the future of our detach-
ment. Later there were a
few questions regarding
membership transfers
when moving back to the
states, meeting schedules,
etc.

Everyone said how excel-
lent it was to be there and
what a great time was had
by all. | hope to receive
some additional photos
and will re-distribute to the
membership.

“Halt!
Who comes there”?
“The Queen’s
Keys”!

Those attending this won-
derful evening included:
three (3) attending associ-
ate members: John Alling-
ham, William and Marga-
ret Barnard, and James
Anderson.; one (1) new
regular life time member:
Stanley Jackson
(application in process);
and two (2) new Yeoman
Warder honorary mem-
bers: Terry Humphries and
Jimmy James who be-
came associate members
previously. Guest atten-
dance included two USMC
MSG London Marines
(and potential regular
members) along with an
FBI agent, International
Police Associate, and 2
more Yeoman Warders
potential associates. (see
related pictures on page 5)
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Greetings to you all!

On behalf of the London England Detachment Marine Corps League, please allow me to introduce myself. |
am Michael Eugene Allen, one of four founding charter members, first ever and only in Europe. The other three
Founding Executives are: Lt Col Stinemetz - USMC Attaché American Embassy London (retired), William Szilasi -
USMC Korean War Veteran pilot (retired), and John Larimer USMC Vietnam Veteran (deceased). Our Detachment
may be the only one graced by the life time membership of a USMC Commandant General Charles Krulak (retired),
and our Honorary Detachment Commandant!

Our detachment was chartered in February 2001. A minimum of 25 regular members were required in order
to apply for the application. Many original charter members continue to be life time members. Active US Marine appli-
cations serving at Eastcote and London MSG accounted for the last nine required positions. Our original charter was
scheduled for the first week in December of 2000, but was re-scheduled due to the atrocities of 9/11.

During our ten year charter, the detachment has accomplished many missions including a reciprocal honor-
ary membership with the Royal Marine Association, construction and placement of US War Memorial at Slapton
Sands Devon, and the only US post military organization to participate as a unit during Remembrance Day (Armistice
Day) at the London Cenotaph.

We have participated in the MCL National newsletter competition winning 3rd, 2nd, and 1st place in consecu-
tive years. On more than one occasion, called upon by the US Embassy to serve as volunteers for important events
such as 9/11 Grosvenor Square Remembrance and social events such as the July 4th Ambassadors Garden Party.

Over the years, our mission has developed into 3 main objectives: (1) to seek and contact "pass the word" to
Marines living in the UK and Europe with a view for MCL membership; (2) when called upon, volunteer and support
American and British activities, functions, and organizations based in the UK; and (3) promote public relations and
develop special relationship operations (SROPS) with our UK post military allied organizations, especially the Royal
Marine association.

Our detachment is unique in many ways, and in terms of international public relations and community leader-
ship, very important to the MCL, Marines, and US citizens living in the UK. Our overseas detachment by-laws are
unique as rules and standards must apply with respect to the host country and especially with our allies Great Britain.
The by-laws took six years to write, re-write, and finally present to the National Judge Advocate, Victor Viltagio, now
our MCL National Commandant.

Our membership is spread across the UK, Europe, and US. We have a very healthy British post military as-
sociate membership and a special relationship with the Royal Marine Association which facilitates dozens of branches
located all over the UK and now one in the USA. The RMA are actively supporting us with our Regular membership
drive. There are many active, retired, and US Marines, who have served honorably, living in the UK and Europe.
Over the course of the next 12 months | plan, with the help of my Executive Board and the greater membership includ-
ing the RMA, to do everything possible to pass the word of our UK presence.

Developing our detachment over the past eleven years has not always been smooth sailing, but, we have
prevailed and the value of our detachment is now recognized, not only by our MCL Mideast Division and the greater
Marine Corps League, but also by the United States Marine Corps with the support of The USMC Commandant Gen-
eral Amos.

Our detachment will fulfill its full mission potential to include a strong MCL presence in the United Kingdom.
Through positive community leadership, diplomacy, and SROPS, we will develop and promote to help ensure good
community relations within our two great nations.

Finally, | would like to say a special thank you to our new Webmaster, Mrs. Donna Parrish, for her dedication
and noteworthy work creating and supporting this Detachment ‘s most outstanding website and Bulldog newsletter!

Thank you all for your interest and | hope you enjoy The Bulldog!
Semper Fidelis

Commandant Michael E. Allen
MCL London Detachment 1088
2 Pednormead End, Old Chesham
Buckinghamshire, HP5 2JS
United Kingdom
Tel : 01494 772 379
mcllondon.1088@sky.com

| “We few, we happy few, we band of brothers™
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Historical Experience: Benjamin Franklin House Muster

by Mr. Roger (Tiny) Payne, Sergeant-at-Arms, Detachment1088.MCL

On Tuesday 29th March
fourteen members of Marine
Corps League London Eng-
land Detachment-1088 held
their March meeting at the
Benjamin Franklin House in
Craven Street, London.
Amongst the attendees
there were four members of
the RMA.

Mr. Anthony ‘Sharky’ Ward,
of Poole Branch, Mr. Roger
(Tiny) Payne, Mr. John Al-
lingham, and Associate
RMA member Mr. Bill Bar-
nard, (ex Para Signals and
Suez veteran) from Canter-
bury, Kent Branch. All four
RMA members are Associ-
ate members of the Detach-
ment.

The Benjamin Franklin
House is the only residence
of the great man that has
survived and been pre-
served. Dr Franklin lived at
the house for almost sixteen
years between 1757 and
1775 whilst trying to mediate
as Colonial agent between
Britain and America. His
idea of relaxation during that
time was to pursue his inter-
ests and hobbies as an emi-
nent scientist, diplomat,
author, philosopher, inventor
and more.

Dr Benjamin Franklin did not
own the house but simply
rented four of its rooms from
a Mrs. Stevenson. Besides
sharing the house with this
good lady, with whom he
became close friends, he
also shared the property
with  Mrs. Stevenson’s
daughter Polly, her husband
William Hewson a prominent
Anatomist, and later Polly
and William’s son, Billy
Hewson.

Whilst a lodger in the house,
Dr Franklin sowed the seeds
of the 'Special Relationship’
between Britain and Amer-
ica which has endured for
almost three hundred years.
He both loved and admired
the British people whom he
called this country’s’ great-
est asset’. However he de-
spised the arrogance and
inflexibility of the British gov-
ernment of the day, which
demanded total obedience
to its laws and levied high
taxes from its Colonial sub-
jects, which as British citi-
zens they were expected to
pay. But it was this same
government that denied the
Colonialists any form of rep-
resentation in the British
Parliament.

Franklin reluctantly left Brit-
ain in 1776. A War was
looming between Britain and
America. A conflict which he
had tried so hard to prevent.
His safety and security in
this country could not be
guaranteed any longer. He
later became one of the
‘Founding Fathers’ of the
United States and an archi-
tect and signatory of the
‘Declaration of Independ-
ence.’

The Benjamin Franklin
House was built around
1730. In recent years it was
rescued from dereliction and
faithfully restored. It was
opened on 17th January
2006, the 300th anniversary
of his birthday. The house
has 14 original fireplaces,
original ceilings, floors, shut-
ters and a central staircase
that Dr Franklin used to
climb daily for exercise.

The Benjamin Franklin His-
torical Experience combines
leading edge sound, lighting
and visual projection with
live interpretation to provide
a detailed and interesting
account of the great man’s
life in Britain during his six-
teen-year stay.

The Experience started in
the basement of the house,
which during Dr Franklin’s
day was the garden. This
area houses many original
artifacts and a selection of
human bones, which were
examined and dissected
when Polly Stevenson’s
husband, the anatomist Wil-
liam Hewson, ran his Anat-
omy school in the house.

The tour continued when an
attractive young actress, in
period costume and playing
the part of Polly Hewson,
took us through the seven
‘Acts’ of the Historical Ex-
perience’ which explored
every aspect of Dr Franklin’s
sixteen year stay there, us-
ing the different rooms in the
house and sound, lighting
and visual effects. The Ex-
perience concluded in the
room where Dr Franklin
conducted his experiments
and which housed his
"Powder closet'.

Finally we were invited to
climb the central staircase
to an upper room, which
contained a replica of one
of his many inventions, the
Glass Armonica. This
unique instrument, which
should not be confused
with the metal Harmonica,
is similar to a piano in ap-
pearance but without the
ivory keys. These are re-
placed by a number of
glasses set in line on a rod,
which rotates in a similar
fashion to a barbeque spit.
The player’'s feet operating
two pedals, which cause
the glasses to rotate on the
rod, provide power. The
player using wetted fingers
pressed hard against each
glass generates the musi-
cal notes. The Armonica is
designed with both musical
flats and sharps to produce
different tunes.

The Detachment then re-
tired to a downstairs Re-
ception room for wine, soft
drinks and nibbles. Current
and forthcoming business
was discussed before the
maijority of members retired
to a nearby 'watering hole’
for yet more liquid refresh-
ment!

We all experienced a thor-
oughly enjoyable and inter-
esting evening.

If any RM or RMA mem-
bers are interested in join-
ing us at the Detachment
please contact Mr. Michael
E. Allen at mcllon-
don.1088@sky.com or
telephone (01494 772379)
for further information and
an application form. <

The Bulldog m

ention,
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Benjamin Franklin House Photos (continued from page 3)
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Central Staircase leading to an upper room
that contained the Glass Armonica.
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The Benjamin Franklin House, Craven Street, London.
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Commandant Allen exploring the amazing Armonica.




Commandant presenting Yeoman Jimmy James with an
Honorary Membership

Commandant presenting Yeoman Terry Humphries with an
Honorary Membership

USMC plaque permanently mounted in the centre of the
Yeoman'’s Club bar, Tower of London.

Welcoming newest member, Stanley Jackson.

Yeoman Humphries, Yeoman James & wife, and Terry
Parrish at the bar after gate closure.
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Det 1088 Membership Dues

The Marine Corps League, Det 1008 wants YOU! Please see the below for costs. Payments to Andrew
Colquhoun, Paymaster. Please make cheques payable to: Marine Corps League London Detachment 1088.

Age 51-60: $250.00 (£155.00)
Age 61 & over: $125.00 (£80.00)

The Life member dues are as follows: For USMC members: For Associates:
Age 0-35: $400.00 (£250.00) Renewal - $40 (£25.00) Renewal - $40.00 (£25.00)
Age 36-50: $350.00 (£220.00) New member - $45 (£28.00) New Associate - $45.00 (£28.00)

Dual renew - $40.00 (£25.00)
Dual new - $45.00 (£28.00)

LONDON, ENGLAND DETACHMENT 1088

" MARINE CORPS LEAGLE

Check out our new website at: www.mcl - london - uk.org!

THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE... THE ORGANIZATION FOR ALL MARINES
Active Duty.. Reserve.. Retired... Officer.. Enlisted

Bulldog Article Submission

Help us to make the best newsletter possible!
Thank you in advance, for your contributions.
- Commandant Michael E. Allen
Email: mcllondon.1088@sky.com
Tel: 01494 772 379

The Bulldog is published throughout the year. Although there are no pre-defined deadline
dates, we will ask for article submissions 2 weeks prior to a notification of publication by
email from the Editor. All articles should not be copied from prior Bulldog publications.

(Intdél: 44 1494 772
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ub‘ i

Quartermaster - London Detachment 1088 um
Frank Bradley tYO("' st
bradleyfuk@yahoo.co.uk Ge

Did you know that members can visit the MCL Ship’s Store web site, www.mcleague.com/shipsstore, to purchase
Marine Corps and Marine Corps League related items and to browse the many other items including gift ideas.

The Quartermaster is available to assist London Detachment 1088 members to purchase MCL items such as the
Red Blazer, Cap, Ornaments and Pins.

When ordering a Red Blazer, contact the Quartermaster and have the following information ready:

Your name

Address

Contact phone number

E-mail address

Size (i.e. 44 Regular, 45 Short, 46 Long, etc.)

The Quartermaster uses the Hardwick web site where prices can vary and deliv-
ery can take up to two months, so plan ahead.

Semper Fi
Frank

The Quartermaster has a stock of these items which you can purchase at detachment meetings:

MARINg
CORPS
LEAGUE

Caps

Blazer Buttons

Cap Ornaments

Lapel Pins




Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

ROYAL GARDEN PARTY
FOR WAR PENSIONERS
FRIDAY 15 JULY 2011

If you hold a war pension, or
AFCS, and would like to attend
a Royal Garden Party then
please let me know. Wives
and carers are invited too. We
have 8 places available on a
first come, first served basis.

ARMED FORCES WEEKEND
EDINBURGH
24-26 JUNE 2011

Friday 24 June — HMS PORT-
LAND open to visitors, RN
Field Gun display, RM Band

plus Beating Retreat, RM
Commando Display, Red Ar-
rows

Saturday 25 June — Big parade
of veterans at 1100 — please

let us have a large RMA con-
tingent, Drumhead Service,
Parachute display, Military
Dogs, RM/RN Combat display,
Highland dancing and a Veter-
ans Village with all the Asso-
ciations and fun. Beating re-
treat again.

Sunday 26 June - Massed
Pipes and Drums and the Vet-
erans Village.

Should be brilliant.

Accommodation can be ob-
tained at Queen Margaret Uni-
versity — single £47.50 per
night and double at £75.00 per
night. No breakfast. Tel no is
0131 474 0000.

RNA BIENNIAL MARCH -
WHITEHALL, SUNDAY
11 SEPTEMBER 2011

Just a reminder that you are
invited to this event by the
RNA. Could be great if you
are in London and Stan-
dards are invited too. If you
would like details then Mr.
Nigel Huxtable is the contact
on 02392 723747.

RMA REUNION
24-25 SEPTEMBER 2011

This is coming up fast and
will be a bumper year with
an anticipated 2,500 — 3,000
on the Sunday. Please do
try to get your ticket orders
in as soon as possible.
However we have an ac-
commodation offer from the
Midlands Region:

THE |IMPERIAL HOTEL,
EXMOUTH: Midlands Re-
gion have secured the whole
hotel for the RMA on a three
nights, dinner, bed & break-
fast basis.

If you haven't stayed at the
hotel before, it is an excel-
lent base for the weekend
and they are very accommo-
dating. On the Saturday eve-
ning, if you are attending the
concert at CTCRM, the eve-
ning meal is served early so
you do not miss out!

Please contact either Brian
or Tracy Fox on 0121 745
4802, brianfoxy@aol.com or
Tgfoxy@aol.com

MEET THE MARINES AT
THE RM MUSEUM,
SUNDAY 5 JUNE 2011
1000 - 1700

FREE ENTRY. Meet the
Royal Marines Commando
Display team for ONE day
only . For over three centu-
ries the Royal Marines have
displayed heroism, daring
and professionalism in com-
bat, and now it's your
change to see them in ac-
tion. The display team are
highly trained specialists
who will demonstrate the
skills acquired during their
grueling and physically de-
manding training.

Join in the fun with activities
and displays for all the family
-www.meetthemarines.co.uk.

NEW RMA MERCHANDISE

Please look on the new RMA
website and see the new
merchandise: mugs, sweat-
shirts and ladies trinket
boxes amongst other things.
Please remember that to the
RMA we cover the costs of
the items and VAT.

RM 350 : CELEBRATING
THE 350TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CORPS’
TION MESSAGE FROM
THE CGRM

“The last significant celebra-
tion of the formation of the
Royal Marines was the Ter-
centenary in 1964 when 25
national and regional events
took place throughout the
year. You will be pleased to
know that planning is al-
ready under-way for cele-
brating our 350th anniver-
sary in 2014 under the ban-
ner “RM 350”. The purpose
of this short note is to alert
all elements of the Corps
family as to what we are
planning and to allow the
discussions and planning
outside of my HQ to start.
My intent is to integrate the
range of events undertaken
by the wider Corps commu-
nity into our programme of
centrally organised events
(both one-off anniversary
events and our enduring
annual events). Central
activities will be organised
by the RM/RN major events
team (headed up by Lt Col
Eddie Parks); with regional
events organised by individ-
ual units and organisations.

FORM
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MCL London Det 1088

“¥We few, we happy few, we band of brothers™

| WANT YoU

to join Detachment 1088 of the

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923 and chartered by an Act of Congress in
1937. Detachment 1083 is one of the few MCL detachments outside the United States and is
based in London, drawing its regular membership from active duty, reserve, retired and
honourably discharged former US Marines now living throughout the United Kingdom,
Europe and America. The detachment also has a strong associate membership drawn from
the Royal Marines Association as well as from other suitably qualified individuals.

Our quarterly meetings are held at various locations to coincide with planned activities that
include the annual Marine Corps Ball, visits to MarDets, charity events at the London
Embassy, trips both throughout the UK and toe US Marine WWI battlefields In France. The
Detachment actively seeks and welcomes regular and associate membership applications,
as well as dual-detachment applications from current MCL members stateside. For further
details regarding Det 1088 including newsletters, activities, membership benefits, the
Marine Corps League, or for all other enquiries, please use the contact details below.

Commandant Michael E. Allen
MCL London Detachment 1088
2 Pednormead End, Old Chesham
Buckinghamshire, HP5 2JS
United Kingdom : 4
Tel : 01494 772 379 (I nt = s 77
mcllondon.1088@sky.com 7

www. mcl-london-uk.org
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